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: "The proceedings Of the national legial 
NGRESS. roc ings 0 e natio egisia- 
ut with the ioeetige of the president, will be found ia 
the subsequent pages. [tis our practice to record these 
ot to make hurried jspeculations upon them. 
The re will be read with much interest. It isa 
plain e3 sition of the affairs of the nation—which every 
citizen ought carefully to examine for himself. In no 
y bat our own, are such expositions to be met 
with. They are honorable to ourselves as men, and ex- 

hibit the choicest fruits of the republican system. — 

gc F We shall use all diligence to keep pace with the 
st of interesting public papers, and not much room 
oP Stow ed to miscellaneous matter for some time to 


. 
s 
>: 





‘(pe wrw spraken. Ifany one must have been chosen 

editer of the house of representatives oc ta our 
' rinciples, a8 to a liberal interpretation of the constitution 
t to mternal improvements and the general pro- 
weetion of domestic industry, there is no gentleman that 
we would have preferred to him on whom the choice has 
fallen, Mr. Stevenson, of pA rapes rigid and powerful 
adherent to the doctrines of the ‘Virginia school,” as it 
is ealled—and, certainly, froma perfect conviction in 
his own mind, that they are correct and ought to be sup- 
ported. But, though rigid as to these principles, he al- 
lows.others to enjoy their’s—and, we have no doubt, will 
preside over the house in an able and honorable manner, 
and afford as much general satisfaction, perhaps, as could 





om . 
head, and not the bed, that went round. There is no 


particular application in this remark. He was once’ 
thought as hostile to ‘‘the commercial states,” as now 
supposed by many to ‘‘the planting” —and run at severe~ 
ly in some parts of the western, because he disproved: of 
so rapid sales of the — land as had taken place, tov 
reasons assigned. This will be the lot of every man 


who steadily pursues one course. He will every now and | 


then be jostled by persons in their curvatures. 

From a Virginia farmer.—Dec. 1. The following 
shews the progress of opinion in Virginia—and is “one of 
of many” of a like character which we might publish. 
A great revolution ia sentiment is going on in this state, 
and time is not far distant when. the manufacturing inter- 
est in Virginia will be powerfal—when it will shew it- 
seif as increasing the wealth, comfort and population of 
the commonwealth, and rapidly adding to the amount of 
the free laborers thereof—in ehecking emigration, and 
keeping the productive classes at home. 

“I have been a constant reader of your Registerfrom 
the commencement of its publication. I was highl 
pleased with your prospectus, and determined.to patro- 
nize a work which promised a rigid adherence to pri 
ciples, which, it pursued, would afford valuable informa- 
tion. Under those impressions, I became an early sub-- 
seriber. It affords me much pleasure to have it in my 
power to say, that you have entirely, to my satisfaetion, 
redeemed: your pledges, and that 1 have derived more 
practical and useful information from reading the Regis- 


be hoped for in this period of ardent political discussion. ‘ter than all other publications I have seen, not excepting 


He is 2 gentleman of fine manners and amiable depori- 
ment—easy of access and friendly. His place is one of 
great responsibility—increased by the ability with which 
it has been heretofore filled. 





Lerrens To THE Evrrors. The following is an ex- 
tract from a letter from a very respectable and intelligent 
mechanic in Virginia, transmitting his subscription— 
“We seldom ean command money. If it was not that 
we now and then trade for our corn, pork, potatoes, &c. 
we should have to seek a home in the west, where many 
of our neighbors are moving Virginia, from her situa- 
tion, soil and climate, ought to be equal with Pennsylva- 
niaor New York, but we are a century behind—and, 
while we continue to neglect the mattock and the loom, 
and scold about the tarilf, we must be conteat to ocvapy 
ahumble,and yet more humbler, station in the union.” 

Another from a eman in South Carolina, thus de- 
ings which prevail in that state— 

“The anti-tarift prin have at present entircly in- 


fatuated minds of a large majority of the people of 

this caiee f we » Many Fm out against the tariff 

lor pap Satees ohly, T am convinced, without ever 
the prit 


principle on which protecting duties are im- 


posed, A few remain firm to domestic indastry, but 
ave inddved to remain silent from prodential motives to 
themselves—for the infatuation is so great that reason: is 
inst on many, and those who oppose the popular opinion 
ue poiuted out as enemies to the country.” 

e senior editor of this paper has been denounced 
wd treated as “the great, enemy of the south.” His 
vritings will not be regarded as inimical a little while 
lenee=-at least by the planter’s of cotton and sugar. The 
frst is benefitted in the ameunt of several millions by 
the advanced price of their product through its domes- 
tit manafacture, and the last may be said to e.rist by the 
tariff. The senior editor has long considered himself ac ti- 
20 of the United States—general principles supported by 
him have: sometimes been. thought hostile to one section 
and then to another, beeause of the whirl of politics. 
The tipsey person, who fell out of bed, and said that-he 
vould try to get in again the next time the bed eame 





“ound, may serve as a type of parties, on several ocea- | 
ions, within the last 15 or 20 years. Ht was his own 
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Adam Smith, who, at onetime, I considered the best 
authoritv upon the wealth of nations. I was formerly an 
anti-tariff man—you have made me a eonvert to the 
American system and home market. I have been for 
seven years combatting this question with my acquaint- 
ances,—at first, nearly all were against me; at this time 
a great change is taking place. Your recent report of 
the proceedings at the Harrisburgh convention and ap- 
pendix thereto, with your essay upon the agriculture of 
tue country, have done wonders.” 

$F? While onthis subject, we feel pleasure in adding 
the followimg extract from a letter just received from 4 


:member of the legislature of Virginia—one of those 
( plam, praetical, common-sense-men who are blessings to 


the society in which they live; not speakers of speeches, 
but doers of good things—and on whom the people al- 
ways rely, in cases of emergency, for correctness of opi- 
nion and energy in action. . 

“Just before f left home, received a copy ofthe pamph- 
let containing the proceedings of the Narrihere Con- 
vention, The mass of interesting and im t facts 


set forth in that work, cannot fail to be justly appreeiat-. 


ed by congress and the nation. Your friends have, in- 
deed, drawn heavily upon you,” &e. [Some words are 
here added too flattering to be inserted by us. 1 

**You have an old subscriber at » who has al- 
ways been wedded to the Virginia anti-tariff—anti-inter- 
nal improvement policy and feeling. Meeting him a 
short time ago, I begged him to give your “prefatory 
remarks’’ and “address” a eandid perusal, and then telt 
me what he thought ofthem. 1 saw him soon afterwards: 
**you may tell Mr. Niles,” said he, ‘‘that the tariff'and 
protective system has ever been a poison thing to me;. 
buat that now I have lost another night’s rest in reflect- 
ing upon it—I am dumb. The subject has never before 
been presented to my senses. I will no longer open my 
mouth upon it.” So may it be with thousands who have 
been content to found their-opinions upon the prejudices 
of others!” 





. ae 
ELFcTIONS AND EDEcTioNEERINe. The following ar- 
ticle from the N. Y. ‘Enquirer’ of thre 27th ult. will «x- 
cite some attention, and is worthy of record. “If the opi- 
nion of the good people of tls state continue as they. are. 
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at present, friendly to gen. Jackson, then }can be no 
_ occasion to modify the law: for Mr. A ii not be 
able to obtain more than six electoral votes. Should ca- 
par cas sd defection in our ranks, or any anholy 
and onest means be used to turn the against 
the man they now support, it is folly to su for a 
moment, that the great democratic party, sup- 
port its principles and perpetuate its power, Wwilljeopar- 

ize the electoral vote of this state; they will recommend 
a repeal of the law, and give the whole thirty-six votes to 
gen. Jackson.” 

**It is obvious, that the doctrine of chances is in our fa- 
vor; should chance, or sounder motives, keep this state 
for Jackson, the law may not be altered. Should trick 
and management jeopardize his success, it undoubtedly 
will be changed, and we say so at this time, particularly, 
to prevent the Adams men speculating on this state and 
its mutabilities, for a whole year to come.” 

The New York Statesman, with reference to the pre- 
ceding paragraph, says— 

We have only time to-day to express our surprise and 
astonishment, that a proposition so evidently against the 
expressed will and clear right of the electors, and so pro- 
fligate in its objéct, should have emanated from any 
quarter; to add an early protest agamst such an attempt, 
and to warn both of the contending parties for the pre- 
sidential prize, not to trifle with a question which once 
shook this state to the centre,and proved the overthrow of 
the party that refused to the electors the right to vote for 
their rulers. 

A letter from Milledgeville, dated Nov. 16, published 
in the Savannah ‘‘Georgian,” speaking of the election of 
state officers, says—‘“The peoplé in our portion of the 
country have no idea of the exacerbation of party spirit; 
and, I am very sorry to say, such is the. nature of the 
feeling, from the hope and the fear as to the future ad- 
vantage of this or that set of men, that little that is libe- 
ral can reasonably be expected from this legislature, or 
indeed any other for many years to come. You may 
judge of the truth of all this, when I tell you that the 
common cant phrases used by both sides are such as 
these, *‘J desire nothing but a war of extermination, or I 
beg no quarter, and I grant none,” and other like gran- 
difoquent and military speeches.”’ 

[Parties are so closely balanced, that six or eight scat- 
tering votes caused a new ballot. In regard to the se- 
cretary of state and treasurer, there were three ballots 
each,—for the surveyor general six ballots, and for the 
comptroller general five ballots. ‘The contests were be- 
tween the ‘*Troup” and ‘‘Clark” parties. The former 
was the strongest. | 

The friends of the administration of John Q Adams in 
Louisiana, have nomimated Jacques Villere, Charles 
Bushnell, Andre De Blane, Neuville de Cloud, and 
Benjamin Morris, as candidates for electors of president 
and vice president of the United States. The election 
is by general ticket. 

A large party in Philadelphia lately celebrated the 
**Jackson victory in New York” by a dinner, &e. They 
drunk 13 regular toasts, and about ninety volunteers are 
published, The following are some of them. 

1. New York election and the triumph of principles— 
A glorious victory, that puts to rest the hopes of the 
‘‘eoalition,”’ and insures the success of the people’s can- 
didate to the presidency. 13 cheers—tune, Stoney Point. 

9. Wiiliam H. Crawford, De Witt Clinton and Martin 
Van Buren—A trio of republicans, the supporters of 
Jackson and our country. 9 cheers—tune, Jefferson’s 
march. 

10. New York, Virginia and Pennsylvania—The ‘wis- 
dom, strength and beanty,’ of the new temple of freedom, 
to be consecrated on the fourth of March, 1829; m which 
the disciples of Washington, Franklin, Jefferson and Ma- 
dison may worship, “and none to make them afraid.” 
9 cheers—tune, old Virginia. 

wt W. L. Hirst—New York, the mighty arbitress of a 
mighty contest—she has spoken in atone of thunder. Let 
the whole union listen and respond. 








Greece. Private letters are said to have been receiv- 
ed at New York, stating that an agreement had been en- 
tered into between Great Britain, France and Russia, to 
conquer and partition the Turkish demintons in Europe 


and Africa—Egypt to Britain 
parts of the continent to F inople and the 
adjacent regions to Russia. The Turk is to. be-driven int, 
Asia, and the Greeks are to have a government of thei: 
own, under the guaranty of the three powers. 

These important matters are announced in the Ney 
) York ‘‘Morning Courier,” which has the following re. 

marks on the subject— 

‘‘We are not at liberty, for obvious reasons, to gi, 
names in re to this information;—we can only Say 
that it comes from a responsible source through a respect. 
able medium. 

In the partition, France appears to take what she cay 
get, not what she would wish. ‘The object of England i; 
obvious, her Jndia trade will pass through the Mediterrg. 
nean to the fine and spacious harbor of Alexandria,~ 
Cosseir, situated im latitude 26°, on the borders of the 
Red sea, would make a port of immense consequence for 
vessels to and from Hindostan, and thes the most dan. 
gerous part of the navigation of the Red sea, (from Cos. 
seir up to Suez,) would be avoided. The route from 
Alcxandria to Cossier, (not 200 leagues, ) new be made 
safe and commodious. The immense produce of the 
east would flow into Egypt—it would form the point of 
union between Europe and Asia, and become the cent: 
of the commercial world. to: a 

For these great advantages, England may well yield 
the Euzxine, with all its vast resources, and with its hey, 
Constantinople, to Russia, for the best of all reasons, that 
by the bargain she obtains still greater resources. Russia 
can never compete with her on the water, and with the 
immense advantages arising from the possession of 
the greater facilities and expedition of communication with 
India, she has nothing to tear from the encroachments o{ 
Russia, by the way of Persia, upon her eastern domains. 

But what will Austria say to this?) We apprehend tha: 
the three powers care very little what she may say or do. 
Perhaps, they yr, | appease her appetite, by throwing her 
the provinces of Bosnia, Servia, Wallachia, ig and 
Moldavia, and thus render the ‘‘dark rolling ube” 
wholly an Austrian river. 

But will the Turk be tamely driven back to the re- 
gions of his Saracenic ancestors? Will he shrink from the 
imposing appearance of the lion banner of England, the 
lily of France and the black-eagle of Russia? No—he 
will stand by his crescent, and unite with his neighbr 


e islands and some 


long lapse of luxurious weakness — 

“From the sands of the south shall the Saracen come, 

And the Tartar shall rush from his den”— 
and the shores of the Hellespont will be crowded with 
an‘ array more numerous than they have seen since the 
followers of Xerxes encumbered them. There need: 
no prophetic spirit te foretell] the r-sult—the Moslem 
wil be driven into Asia, and the face of Europe will k 
changed. 

r_ 7 If the‘‘agreement” has taken place, and the par- 
ties shall faithfully adhere to it,—no human power 
can prevent the execution ot what is designed—though 
rivers of blood may flow, and that desolation be inflict 
ed upon Turkey which attended the establishment of the 
Mussleman dominion in Asia, Europe and Africa; and 
there would seem in this something like the rendering 
ola long delayed retaliation—and of justice, so far as one 
wrong may be balanced by another, if so it ean, The 
destruction of life might, however, and it probably woull, 
be less extensive because of the immense force which th: 
three powers could instantly throw upon the ‘Turks- 
who, both in Europe and Africa,have a large proportio 
of the population against them, that would be rea), 
at least, to submit to wny change of masters; it being 
hardly possible that they should not be benefitted there 
b 


bable effect of this project—if really agreed Hy But 
it is a result which we have long thought might happe: 
as has been more than once intimated in this work: 
There is much to be said why we might, or might no, 
desire it, in the present state of the countries and nations, 
and the political, social, agricultural and commercial re 
lations now existing between them and others. Its a: 
complishment will have a mighty influence over the al 
| fairs of the United States, and, ina very brief per i 
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Persia, which is again becoming a martial nation afters & 


We have not room to offer our speculations on the pro-— 
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Greece and the islands, and Egypt, under even the most 
illiberal administrations that we can anticipate, if proper- 
ty and the products of labor be reasonably secured, will 
amply supply ait Europe with our great staple, corron. 
Nay, the ds of Candia and Cyprus alone, imme- 
diately to be filled with French laborers out of the re- 
dundant population of France, would have a serious ef- 
fect upon the market for our product. Many pages of the 
ReersTeR will bear witness that we long ago spoke of 
these things, and. warned our friends in the south against 
the over-production of cotton, and the capacity of Greece 
and the islands to supply acheaper material, and of better 
Ts generally, than that of the southern states—and 
or this reason it was that, years ago, ,we urged upon the 
le thereof the necessity of attending to the home 
market. For such proceedings, the senior editor of this 
paper has been personally called ‘the great enemy of 
the south.” Inthe result suggested, or even in the libe- 
ration and pacification of Greece and the islands, we see 
clearly that such crops of cotton as were grown in the U. 
States in the last and present year, cannot be dispos- 
ed of, except through the home manufacture of the arti- 
cle, and the competition thereby to be caused. Weare 
serious on the subject—and will endeavor to collect 
the facts on which we have founded our opinions, for 
the use of others more interested in the matter than we 
ure, 





Great Briratn and France. The following extract 
from the London ‘‘Courier” is so very different from the 
usual spirit of that paper against France, that we are the 


- More apt to suppose there is some truth in the reported 


coalition for the partition of Turkey— 

“England and France have been too long pitted, as it 
were, against each other, as if some natural antipathy di- 
vided them. Eminent, alike, in warlike glory, competi- 
tors alike, in the fair fields of science—renowed, alike, 
in literature—and France now advancing rapidly upon 
England in the improvement of her political institutions 
—are they not marked out as associates rather than as ri- 
vals?—United, for just and honorable objects, they ma 
command the world; divided, and in conflict, the Foe | 
of their colision must be felt in its remotest quarters. 
The most inattentive observer must have noticed, during 
the last ten years, various instances wherein simple jus- 
tice has been reciprocally rendered to both countries, 
under circumstances which, less than half a century back, 
would have elicited some paltry display of national feel- 
ings—or rather of national prejudices. For ourselves, 
we are never better pleased, than when, as on the pre- 
sent occasion, we can contribute towards promoting those 
sentiments of mutual esteem and respect, which should 
subsist between two countries so closely identified in their 
general interests.” 

THE WOOLLENS BILI, &c. A meeting was held at 
the capitol in Albany, on the 26th ult. of agriculturalists, 
manufacturers and others, friendly to the protection of 
American industry, to take into consideration the pro- 
priety of memorialising congress on the subject of fur- 


‘ther protection of wool growers, manufacturers, and 


other domestic productions. Mr. Benjamin Knower was 
called to the chair, and Mr. Gideon Hawley, appointed 
secretary. A committee was appoiuted, who reported 
resolutions, which were read, considered and adopted. 
Tt was also 

Resolved, That it be recommended to our citizens 
throughout the state to convene together in their several 
towns or otherwise, for the purpose of memorialising 
congress on the subject of the encouragement of agricul- 
ture, wool growing and manufactures; and that they soli- 
cit- congress to give such encouragement by the passing 
of a proper tariff bill, and that a committee of corres- 
pondence be appointed to further this object. 

The meeting was addressed by judge Buel at great 
length, who communicated much valuable statistical in- 
formation. 

The proceedings of the Harrisburg convention were 
approved. ‘Che prominent persons of both political par- 
ties at Albany attended. 





Canana, both Upper and Lower, has long been agitat- 


Phe pe. 


ed by the quarrels between the governors and tx 


—S=- 
presentatives of the people—the first are bold and des- 
potic in exercising their prerogatives, and the latter re- 
solute in supporting what they esteem their rights. We 
pretend not toa spirit of prophecy; but, if like causes pro- 
dace like effects, we may calculate upon a severance of 
the Canadas from the empire of Great Britain, so soon as 
they shal] feel strong enough to resist the dictations of the 
British government, as came to pass in respect to these 
United States. 

The Quebec Gazette Extraordinary of the 22nd ult. 
gives a long account of certain proceedings had on the 
election of a speaker of the legislative council. Mr. Pa- 
pineau was chosen—the governor disapproved of the 
choice, and ordered another election. It was held, but 
Mr. P. was re-chosen, 39 votes for and only 5 against 
him. Debate followed, whethér the house or had 
not a speaker, and many warm things were said. Final- 
iy Mr. Papineau lett the chair, and resolutions were of- 
ered through the clerk. The house broke up irregular- 
ly but the next day re-chose Mr. P. 40 votes to 4, and 
that gentleman resumed his seat, and a committee was 
sent to the governor as usual—he refused to eommu- 
nicate with them because that a speaker bad not been 
chosen, with the approbation of the crown. The’ fol- 
lowing resolutions had been offered, but were not decid- 
ed upon at the date of our latest accounts— 


Resolved, 1. That it is necessary for the — of 
the duties imposed upon this house, viz: to give its advice 
to his majesty, in the enactment of Jaws for peace, wel- 
fare and good government of the province, conformab! 
to the act of the British parliament, under which it is 
constituted and assembled, that its speaker be a person of 
its free choice, independently of the will and pleasure ot 
the person entrusted by his majesty, with the adminis- 
tration of the local government for the time being. 


2. That Louis Joseph Papineau, esquire, one of the 
members of this house, who has served as speaker in six 
successive parliaments, has been duly chosen by this 
house to be its speaker in the present parliament. 

3. That the act of the British parliament, under which 
this house is constituted and assembled, does not require 
the approval of such person so chosen as speaker, by 
the person administering the government of this province 
in the name of his majesty. 

4. That the presenting of the person so elected as 
speaker to the king’s representative for approval, is found- 
ed on usage only, and that such approval is and hath af- 
ways been a matter of course. 

5. That this house doth persist in its choice, and that 
the said Louis Joseph Papineau, esquire, otght to be and 
is the speaker. 





Tue rate Mr. Granam, of New York, recently, kill- 
ed in a duel, the night before his death, wrote the follow- 
ing letter to the editor of the ‘*Enquirer,” who, however. 
did not receive it until after the affair was over. 

Dear sir: 11 o’cloek. 

What may be the result of the unhappy rencontre whick 
is to take place in the morning between Mr. Barton and 
myself, cannot of course, be predicted by me. In the 
supposition that it will be fatal, I bid you farewell, in the 





only language that is now left to me. I am perfectly in- 
| different as to myself, but [ trust most earnestly that Mr. 
| Barton, (towards whom ! have not the faintest enmity ot 
any kind,) may escape. J admit that I amin the wrone 
—that by giving him a dlow, | have forced him into the 
condition of a sdaileeners aud that by not domg what he 
has, he would have blasted his character as a gentleman, 
forever. In common justice, lam bound thus to absolve 
him from all suspicion of unbecoming conduct respecting 
the challenge. ‘The provocation, though slight, was still 
a provocation, which I could not overlook. It is out of 
the question for me to explain, retract or apologise. I 
will not hear of any settlement short of some abject and 
craven submission from him.* 





*The editors of the New York ‘‘Statesman” suggest 
it is probable that Mr. Graham intended to say—*He 
will not hear of any settlement short of some abject and 
craven submission from me,’? as being in accordance 
with the general tenor of the letter—in whieh sugges- 
tion we agree 
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Mr. Barton is a talking man, who dwells very com- 
placently on his own skill as a marksman; cathe ex- 
perience as a duellist,and on his accuracy as a person of 
tam. 1 pretend to none of these, and, therefore, must 
oppose the most inflexible obstinacy. After he is per- 
feel satisfied, { may, perhaps apologise—that is, in case 

am fatally wounded. It is needless for me to say, I 
heartily protest and despise this absurd mode of betdling 
disputes, and salving the wounds of honor. But what 
ean a poordevil do except bow to the supremacy of cus- 
ye 39 Sd Lg ” Sad a *. * 

God bless you, W. G. GRAHAM. 

{How weak is haman reason when subjected to the 
tyranny of custom, and false notions of honor! A man 
conscious to himself that he had committed a wrong, has 
sacrificed his life rather than confess it, and fought a duel, 
though despising that absurd mode of settling disputes! } 





Mr. Garsarry, our minister to England, and family, | 
arrived at New York on Thursday, the 29th ult. in the | 
packet ship Sylvanus from Liverpool. The Sylvanus was 
for seventeen days within six hours sail of New York.— 
Mr. Lawrexce, secretary of Iegation, remains as charge 
Waffaires. 


Mr. Crry. The New York “American” publishes 
the following letter from Mr. Clay to Dr. Goodman now 
4 resident.of New York, and professor in the Rutgprs 
college. It is.stated,. that Dr. G. then a resident. of Phi- 
Tadelphia, and friendly to Mr. C’s nomination to the pre- 





sidency,, wrote to him. concerning a report circulating of 
his [Mr. Clay’s] intention to “unite with Mr. Crawford.” 


Dr. Goodman, it is added, is ‘wholly unconnected with 
and abstaining from politics; yet not willing to withhold 
the testimony which accidentally he possessed, of the up- 
right and manly character, sentiments and conduct of a 
public man.”’ 


“Ashland, 9th August, 1823. 

“T need not contradict to you a report of a coalition 
between Mr. Crawford and me. I have come to no un-; 
derstaudings, entered into no arrangements, made no 
promises, entangled myself with no engagements of any 
sort,, with any candidates, nor with the friends of any cap- 
didate—and so help me God, [ will not. I neither can, 
no fave, nor will, seek to influence or control the choice 
of my friends, in regard to the other candidates. 1 be- 
lieve thein incapable of being influenced by me;. or Tam 
sure I should not consider them worthy of being my 
friends. Faithfully, your friend, H. Guay. 

“John D. Goodman, M. D.” 


$C ’Tlie following further publication from Mr. 
Bourne, of Ohio, should have succeeded the brief note 
from him inserted in our last paper, but the copy was 
mislaid at the moment when wanted— 


Having on the 8th inst. addvessed to the editor of the 
Western Filler, a brief and hasty denial of a statement, 
said to-liave been made by me respecting the last presi- 
dential election, and published in that paper of the 5th 
instant; L-neow submit tothe public the following remarks, 
which will probably be the last I shall ever publish on 
that subject. 


When L have occasionally engaged in political disous- 
sions, the conversation has generally turned on the politi- 
eal principles and practice of governments, rather than 
party polities. As I have never been a party man, in the 
strict sense of the word, and being under no particular 
obligations to-any party, 1 have sometimes freely expres- 
sed my opinion of what L believe to be the errors of all 
parties; and this was one of the topics of the conversa- 
tion which. gave rise to the present controversy. 


As to the last presidential election, 1 never did be- 
lieve, and never said that I believed, that there was any 
bargain, purchase, sale or corrupt intrigue between the 
friends of Mr. Clay and the friends of Mr. Adams, and 
I never did in my own mind, attach the least degree of 
eriminality to their conduct in that election, This was 
distinctly stated in the above mcutioned conversation. 

About the time of the election, 1 formed the opinion 
that there was an understanding,or an expectation,among 


glad to see. 





cue friends of Mr. Cliy end the friends of Mr. Adams, 


ee 


that if Mr. Adams was elected president, Mr. Clay 
would be appointed secretary of state. It is unnecessary 
to mention all the various ¢ireumstances and political ap- 
pearances which induced me to form this-opinion; suffice 
it he. say, that I never have had any good reason to 
charige it. 

If f have ever'said, that f received by a letter from 
member 0: congress direct proof of an understanding, or 
agreement, between the friends of Mr. Clay and the 
frrends of Mr. Adams, respecting the. presidential elec- 
tion, then I have inadvertently stated that which is not 
true; for Lhave never received any such proof. 1 deem. 
it honorable to confess my errors when convinced of them: 
bat I shall make no concessions to the Jackson part on 
they have exchanged-a neutral for an enemy, and they 
may make the most they can of the ys 7 ; 

What advantage could the friends of general Jackson 
expect to gam: by repeating the experiment which has 
twice completely failed? They wanted to offer another 
sacrifice to their idol; and after consulting and deliberat- 
ing six weeks, they concluded to drag forward and offer 
up A. Bourne. 





October 13, 1827. 


ee 


_Battimore anv Onto Rare noap. The corps of cn- 
gineers detatched by the general government, left Balti. 
more on the 20th ult. in order tou perform the duty as- 
signed them, and it is with great pleasute we state that 
the survey following the ravine of the Patapsco, as far as 
Eliicott’s miils, 1¥ miles, has resulted in the ascertnin- 
ment of the important fact, that,in the whole distance, the 
elevation is but 91 feet, being an average of but elght feet 
three inches per mile. 

The zeal, talent and capital engaged in this Heren- 
lean enterprise, give the fullest assurance that it will be 
—— in the shortest period prescribed by possi- 

ity. : 

Virernta. The legislature of this state commenced 
its annual session on Monday last. There wasa very 
full meeting of both houses. We have a copy of gov. 
Giles’ message. Itis a business-paper that we are very 

t describes, at much length and perspieuity, 
many local matters of great iuterest to the people of that 
commonwealth, and gives up only one column [of the 
“Enquirer”] toan argument against the power of the 
general government to make internal improvements and 
the tariff, both whieh he esteems to be unconstitutional. 
We intend to extract those parts that relate to general 
—— as soon as permitted by the press of national. 
articles. 


Crose vorinc. The Norfolk Beacon in its sammary 
of intelligence brought by the Tally-Ho, from Liver- 
pool, states that one of the most remarkable and pro- 
tracted contests that history records, was going on in 
Liverpool for the office of mayor of thatcity. The can- 
vass was conducted with unprecedented warmth, restin 
altogether upon the respective popularity of the candi- 
dates, Messrs. Vicholas Robinson, and T. C. Porter, both 
sail to be gentlemen of fortune and the highest respec- 
tability, personal friends and of similar political opinions. 
The following is the state of the — on each day:—— 


Robinson. Porter, 
First day, Oct. 18th. 560 560 
Second day, ‘* 19th. 860 860 
Third day, ‘* 20th 1160 1160 
Fourth day, “ 22d 1440 140 
Fifth day, “23d: 1720 1720 


And the election was to be continued on the 24th. 





FOREIGN NEWS. 

GREAT BRITAIN AND TREDAND: 

Parliament was prorogued to the 20th December. At 
the eleetion for mayor of Liverpool‘ the two rival ecan- 
didates for five days in succession, received an equal 
number of votes! 

At a dinner given to Mr. Hunt, at Cork, among other 
toasts the following was drunk wit great enthusiasm: 

‘Phe United States—Muy their matchless democracy 
last forever, and its glorious achievements serve as a lese- 
son, and an example to the oppressed. ? 
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“Shackell, the proprietor of the John Bull newspaper, | 


has been tried on a criminal information, for an indecent 
libel on a Mr. Hartshorne, and found guilty. 

Emigration from the north of Ireland to America has 

ing on for the last fifty years to the extent of 
from 10,000-to 15,000 persons annually, and to that fact 
alone may -be attributed a — deal of the peace and 
comfort of the peasantry of the northern counties over 
other parts of Ireland. If we encourage the removal of 
100,000 in three years, by means of public emigration, 
ihere is hardly a doubt but that nearly an equal number 
would voluntarily accompany them, f sc of any expense 
to the public; and we may fairly assume, that'in ten years 
$00,000 persons would be removed.—{ London Courier. 

Large quantities oi foreign corn were shipped from the 
bonded warehouses in London to the adjacent ports of 
the continent, for the purpose of being warehoused; the 
— of rent, &c. being so much higher in England, 
and there being no prospect of a market for foreign grain 
in the United Kingdom, within any reasonable time. 

The queen of Wirtembefg has just returned from her 
English excursion. She is sister te-George 1V. 

i conflict has commenced between the private bank- 

Jmterest, and the bank of England, the former con- 
veiving it.to he the design of the latter to monopolize all 
the business by the establishment of branches. Deputa- 
cious from many of the country banks had arrived in Lon- 
den far the purpose of adopting measures to resist this 
desi , 

‘The. French government has prohibited the newspa- 
pers from publishing sir Walter Scott's answer to gen. 

on The Jatter, however, with honorable fair- 
ness, has determined to publish it in a pamphlet, with his 
rejoinder. 

SPAIN. 

Late accounts represent the insurrections in Catalonia 
as having been quelled, and that there was a general dis- 
position in the provinces to accede to the government. 
The junta at Manresa has made its submission. The 
king” banished from Madrid two superior officers of 
the royalist volunteers ‘‘well known for the exaggera- 
tion of their opinions!” A rebellion in Spain can never 
bring about any important political revolution, so long as 
the people are fettered with ignorance, and-governed by 
the superstitions of the priests, The struggle may en- 
tail much misery upon the people, but cannot eradicate 
principles only to-be abolished by the light of trath.— 
The. rebels gave asa title toa regiment, “of the most 
Holy Sucrament;” another, that ‘‘of the Hoty Guosr,” 
“Canist,” &e. &e. , 

The-queen of Spain composed a poem on the depar- 
ture of.-her lord for Catalonia! 

The following pithy placard has been twice stuck up 
at Madrid, and pm lb some commotion there, on ac- 
count of the crowds assembled to read it, before the po- 
lice interfered—‘*The French in the Ebro—the English 
< the T'agus—the liberals at the devil—and down with the 
cing, ?? 

he following were four stipulations required by the 
rebels, through the medium of general Ramogossa. 1. 
The remioval of all those men, now in place, who have 
served in the time of the constitution. 2. The employ- 
ment of all true loyalists. 3. The re-establishment of 
the holy inquisition; and 4. ‘The total extinction of the 
police. 

A letter was received from the king in his own hand 
writing, addressed to the intendant of Havana, directing 
lim to negotiate a loan for thirty millions rials, (one mil- 
lion of dollars). ‘The intendant, within eight days,-effeet- 
ed the request of the king, so far as'to transmit by the 
frigate Perla, in cash and negotiable paper, one million of 
dollars. 

’ PORTUGAL. 

Don Miguel was expected to arrive at Lisbon by way 
of London. The Oporto Jmparcial was preparing the 
— mind to receive him peaceably: “for that such is 
the sovereign will of his majesty, we have every reason 
tothink. A mouarech does not proclaim a code with so 
much solemnity to see it contravened.” 

TURKEY AND GREECE. 

What decision the porte will make to the propositions 
ofthe allied ministers is still a matter of conjecture, but 
we are induced to believe that it will be in accordante 
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with its original determination as officially announced 
Admirals Codrington and De Rigny, commanders of the 
English and French ships lying a Navarin, had an in-- 
terview with Ibrahim pacha on the 25th of Sept. in which 
they informed him that they had erders to establish an 
armistice, de facto, between the Turks and the Greeks. 
Ibrahim declared tht he had orders,on his part,to attack 
Hydra, and that it was hard he should. be obliged to sus- 
peud their execution, as his force was evidently too strong 
to be resisted by the Greeks; but that, as the case was 
not one provided for by the porte, he would send couriers 
to Constantinople and Egypt, fer fresh instructions, and, 
Ull their return, gave his ward that his flect should not 
quit Navarin. 

The united Egyptian and Barbary fleet is said to 
amountto upwards of 120 vessels, while the blockading 
fleet does not number more than 20. ‘The Greeks avail- 
ing themselves of the blockade of their enemy, have in- 
tereepted the convoys which brought provisions for Ibra- 
him’s army, and-they were preparing to land troops at 
Scio and in Candia, to endeavor to redeem those impor- 
tant isles from the Turkish yoke. - No intelligence had 
yet been received by the allics of the arrival ef the dius- 
sian fleet. 

A proclamation was issued by the Greek government 
on the 2lst of Aug. on ‘the subject of the convention 

greed upon by England, Franee and Russia, for the pa- 
cification of Greece. It anueunces the resolve of the al- 
lied powers, aS “an important and decisive cireum- 
stance.” ‘The intervention of England, France and’ 
Russia, is welcomed with sitisfaction; but at the same | 
time, the Greek people are reminded that mueh de- 
pends uponthe manner in which they conduct them- 
msélves at this momentous period. In ordcr that the 

government may discuss more deliberately the. mea- 

sures which it may deem proper to adopt, they decided 
toremove from Napoli to Egina; and a hope is expres 

sed, or more than a hope, that the mediating powers 

will co-operate, for the purpose of maintaining “inter- 

nal order against the enemies of their country.” 

A letter from Trieste, in the Gazetle de France, after 

alluding to what it calls the enigmatical conduct of lord 
Cochrane since his arrival in Greeee, in no tayorable 
terms, states, that his lordship has now appeared on the 
scene of action with energy, has made himself master of 
Vassiladi and Anatolico, where itis said, he has taken 
1,200 Turks, and that it is expected that he will take 
possession of Missolonghi. ‘The fact was, that lord 
Cochrane could undertake no operations while the 
Greek chiefs were quarreling amongst themselves. His 
lordship, however, did much towards reconcileing those 
differences which the treaty of intervention has happily 
finally extinguished. 

A letter has been received from Mr. Eynard, in which’ 
he says—‘‘the news which I received from Greece con- 
tinues to be favorable. - ‘The Greeks are in possession of 
all the defiles. The appearance of the combined flects 
has proved to the Hellenists that they are not abandon- - 
ed by the Christian powers; and in the churches, prayers. 
are offered up to God to bestow his blessings on the in= 
terference of the monarchs. ”’ 

Count Viaro Capo d’{stria, writes under date of 28th 
August and 5th Sept. that ‘‘the Greeks have chased the 
Egyptians from Volitza, and by that means are masters 
of the important grape harvest of Corinth, which the 
enemy had possessed himself of. Nicetas has surprised. 
a convoy of athousand horses. Gen. Church has taken 
the direction of Patras. The Seraskier is at Thebes; 
allthe strong positions of continental Greece are inthe 
power of the Creeks. Concord has becn re-established 
at Napoli.” | 

Letters from Adrianople, of the Sist of August, merr- 
tion that a Greek population of about 1,500 individuals 
who inhabited the island of Imbro, situated in the vicini- 
ty ofthe Dardanelles, have been mostly massacred by the 
Turks. [For the farther interesting matters relative to 
Greece, see page 226 and 230.) : 

A convention was concluded at Constantinople between ° 
count de Lowehiclm, ambassador of Sweden and Nor- 
way, and the reis effendi of the Ottoman porte, for the 
free navigation of the Swedish and Norway merchant 





flag in the Black Sea, and confirmed by the exchangeof 
notes accepting the same. 
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BRAZIL AND BUENOS AYRES. 
The em was collecting his forces, destined as was 
supposed for Rio Grande. ‘The government is said to be 
ectly imbecile, from the emperor down to the lowest 
officers—there is much distress among the people and no 
money in circulation except paper, and that at 40 per cent. 
discount, The congress was in session at last advices. 

Among other instances of the success of the Buenos 
Ayreans, it is mentioned that a ficet of 8 or 10 sail of mer- 
chantmen had sailed from Rio under convoy of some 
Brazilian men of war; when three days out, they fell in 
with two Buenos Ayrean privateers, which captured the 
whole *‘possee”’ of the merchantmen, and the men of war 
returned to port to give an account of their mission. 

The Buenos Ayreans have lately effected a loan toa 
Sarge amount, which, though it may enable them to car- 
ry on the war with vigor, will, in the end, be productive 
of much embarrassment to the government. 


COLOMBIA. 

Bolivar has taken the oath as president and assumed 
the executive powers of the government. This event 
is said to have restored confidence, and to have given 
an impetus to commerce, which we much doubt, as it is 
stated that $2,000 per annum has been or was about to be 
imposed upon the merchants. 

he revolution in Guayaquil has been quelled by the 
pi t interference of the Colombian troops and general 

Mar, the president elect of Peru, who is represented 
as aman of great political integrity and influence. 


CHILI, 

Mr. Allen,the American minister to Chili, took leave 
of the vice president and civil authorities of that govern- 
ment, preparatory to his return to the United States, on 
the 31st of July. In his address to the vice president on 
that occasion, Mr. A. said that his mission had been ter- 
minated by the president of the U. S. at his own request; 
and that, although he regretted the claims of his fellow 
citizens against that government had not been satisfied, 
he was gratified that some progress had been made in the 
business. He expressed ‘‘the cordial and friendly dispo- 
sition” of the government of the U. States towards that 
of Chili, and the unabated desire of the president that 
its political institutions might be speedily constructed on 

yinciples best suited to the condition of the people. 
he vice president, in reply, reciprocated the « xpres- 
sions of kindness and friendly disposition towards the 
United States: and expressed the earnestness of all Chi- 
Jians to second every design for the furtherance of the 
cause of liberty and national happiness. 


MEXICO. 

The anniversary of Mexican independence was cele- 
brated with enthusiasm in that country on the 16th Sep- 
tember, that being the day on which, in 1810, Hidalgo, 
with a few followers, gave the first ery of liberty in the 
then vice-royalty gf New Spain. It is said that the im- 
prudence of the Spaniards, in interfering too much in po- 
lities, mainly produced the provincial decrees expelling 
them from different parts of Mexico. The general se- 
nate has decided that these decrees are unconstitutional; 
but it is doubtful whether the house wil] concur. Con- 

ss has been in session since the Ist of September. It 
has appropriated 15,000 dollars to defray the expenses 
of commissioners to examine and report upon the boun- 
vary line between the United States and Mexico. 





SUFFERINGS OF THE GREEKS. 
From the New York Statesman. 

The following letters have been transmitted by Pre- 

s ved Fish, esq. one of the executive committee, attpre- 

sint in England,to whom they were addressed by Mr. 

Miller. They are not of the latest dates received from 

this gentleman, but are interesting on account of the 
facts they contain. 


Island of Poros, June 9th, 1827. 
God of mercy! what were my feelings when [saw se- 
ven women and three children, who had just escaped from 
the Turks, arrive at this place. | 
“Oh! merey, dispel 
Yon sight, that it Fetees my spirit to tell.’’ 
The children were entirely naked, andthe women, 
imta little better off; one of them had three wounds in 
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(health and prosperity, { remain your 








the arm, which she had received from an Arab, her bru- 
talravisher. I immediately clothed them from the cha- 
ritable donations of the ladies from New Haven. ‘Lord 
Cochrane has lately taken a Turkish brig of twelve guns; 
the Turks made no resistance, and were all treated ex- 
tremely well. I wish it were in my power to give you 
encouragement respecting the liberty of Greece, but with- 
out foreign interference she must fall, and in such a 
manner as will even astonish the ears of our savages, 
when they hear the tale told. Perplexity, anxiety, fa- 
tigue and danger are what all are more or less exposed to 
in this country, under its existing circumstances, 
To the executive Greek committee in New York: 
Gentlemen—I wrote you under the date of the 31st of 
May, which letter L forwarded by the Chancellor. . Sinee 
that time I have been obliged to make a journey to Na- 
poli di Romania, for the purpose of assisting Dr. Howe in 
settling some difficulty, which arose between him and the 
chiefs, respecting the distribution of the provisions at that 
place. The affair was amicably settled, however, before 
my arrival, by the exertions of capt. Patterson, of the U. 
S. navy, to whom lam under many obligations for the 
repeated favors that he has shown me sinee my arrival in 
this country. The distribution at Napoli is nearly finish- 
ed, but as it has been managed altogether under the di- 
rection of Dr. Howe, who will give me a detailed account 
of all his proceedings, I shall defer the particulars of the 
distribution at that place until another opportunity occurs 
of writing. I have distributed all the ready made clothes 
from the boxes, sent from Orange, New Jersey, to beings 
all but naked. . Many atime, when a daughter of the 
mountains has presented herself for charity, modesty 
has prevented me from looking at her, while she, trem- 
bling like a forest leaf, gathered her rags around her in 
order to hide her nakedness. I have distributed ninety- 
five barrels of Indian meal here, and have now catalogues 
of more than a thousand families of widows and orphans 
to whom I shal) distribute flour in a few days. . The 
largest Turkish fleet that has ever been employed against 
Greece is nearly ready to sail from Alexandria. My 
hope for her salvation rests only im the confidence I have 
in the God of battles. 1 might write a volume of my own 
troubles and difficulties, but they look so small m the 
midst of a nation onthe point of Iecing sacrificed, that I 
will mention none of them. Wishing you, gentlemen, 
hembie and obe- 
J. P. MILLER. 
Agent for G. Ex. com. in N, Y. 
Island of Poros, June 13, 1827. 


dient servant, 








LEGISLATURE OF SOUTH CAROLINA. 
«Message of the governor to both tranches of the legisla- 
ture. 

Columbia, Nov. 1827. 
Fellow citizens of the senate 

and house of representatives. 

I was prepared to have made my annual communica 
tion to the legislature in the beginning ofast week, but 
having understood that it was the decision of both your 
bodies, that our political year was to commence-on this 
day, Lhave, in conformity with this decision, retained it to 
this time. 

‘The year which has Sut just elapsed when compared 
with those years recently passed, with respect to. the 
home polities of ‘the state, and with respect to the duc 


|administration of justice throughout our land, may be de- 


nominated a favorable year; for, notwithstanding the 
low prices of our staple commodities, and the exist- 
ence of much debt amongst our citizens, the punctuality 
of our tax collectors has increased, and from a laudable 
forbearance of creditors, and a stil] more laudable and self 
denying economy, adopted and practised by our citizens, 
our judicial dockets have sensibly diminished. 

The visitation of the yellow fever in our principal city, 
and of much other bilious fever there, and in some por- 
tions of the interior, has, indeed, proved a sore affliction; 
but in the major part of the state, throughout the last sea- 
son, there has been a remarkable exemption from dis- 
eas, so that the sufferings from sickness, has not exceed- 
ed that of other years. 

Provision crops are said to be abundant, but the-crops 
of cotton will certainly fall short of the last fyear’s pro- 
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sees and feels the necessity of abridging their expenses in 
proportion te their income, short crops and low prices, 
may not, and I fain would hope, will not prove an over- 
whelming misfortune. 

Fhe civil and religious liberty, the peace and plenty we 
enjoy, and the numerous other blessings with which we 
are surrounded, are ample causes for a fervent and 
heartfelt gratitude towards the giver of all things. 

When you shall have examined the accounts of your 
treasury, you will perceive that we have been in the habit 
of expending large sums of money over and above the 
current or ordinary revenue of the state; and for the last 

ear, this excess has amounted to eighty one thousand 
eight hundred and sixty one dollars. It is hoped that 
the amount required for public buildings and for internal 
improvements, will somewhat diminish for the two en- 
suing years; after which, this very heavy burthen upon 
our treasury, will, in a t measure, be removed. If 
by any possible retrenchment for these two years you 
could avoid the necessity of further loans, and make your 
ditures quadrate with your income, it would pro- 

dace a state of things devoutly to be wished for. In 
vain shall we complain of the embarrassments caused to 
our banking institutions by the continual drain of specie, 
catried hence to return no more; if by the loans made 
from foreign capitalists and the interest consequently 
flowing therefrom, we swell the current of this drain for 
fifteen or twenty years to come—in vain shall we contend 
for state rights, and all the proud attributes of state sov- 
ereignty and state independence, if we fasten upon our- 
selves and transmit to our posterity all that dependence 
which will be caused by our thus fixing permanently, the 


balanee of trade against ourselves, by the large sums of | 


principal and interest, which we shall have to return to 
those from whom we have obtained those loans. There 
is none so dependant as a borrower who lives upon the 
foans he makes. The reduction in the value of every 
species of property, and the low price of our staple 
commodities, together with the vast amount of debts due 
by our citizens, would fully justify me in recommending 
a reduction of the taxes; but with a knowledge of the 
state of our treasury, how can such a recommendation 
be made? All that I can do, is to recommend that you 
Jeaye it in the power of your successors to afford this re- 
lief to our suffering fellow citizens. 

The demands of the state of South Carolina, against 
the United States for supplies and money furnished du- 
ring the late war remain unsettled. ‘The comptroller gen- 
aa of this state, after visiting the seat of government, 
has made a report on this subject, which I herewith 
transmit, marked A. The views taken by this intelligent 
officer will enable you to understand the whole ground 
of the diflienities, which have, as yet embarrassed and pre- 
vented the vo governments from coming to an equitable 
and just settlement. The arguments in favor of our claims 
appear to me so clearly and undeniable that it is matter of 
surprise, that in a cause so palpably just, the rules of set- 
tlement in the war department should have so long de- 
barred the state from what is due to it. An appeal has 
now been made, by the petition, of the agent of the state 
to congress’ on this subject, and I cannot doubt but that 
bedy will pass such a law on this subject, as to enable the 
state to obtain what is claimed as principle, as well as 
the whole of the interest thereon. } we have thus be- 
come a petitioner, I think that every item unadjusted and 
unpaid, should undergo a review, as well those whieh 
have been compromised with the department, as those 
which have been rejected. The following postitions seem 
to me to be incontrovertible. 

ist. That the general government was bound to defend 
at its own expense, the whole union; our own state amongst 
the rest. 

2nd. That as notice had been given by the secretary 
at war to the executive of this state that in the preseut 
exigency, the United States could not, either in money, nor 
munitions of war, perform this duty and which notice re- 

uired the state as well as it could to perform the same, 
the state in obeying this requisition, was performing the 
duties for the United States. 

$d. That therefore the expenses incurred by the state 
in performance of this duty, acting for the best (which 
mo one can deny) ought to be paid out-of the treasury of 


and tens of thousands of dollars have been lost to the stat 
for want of the proper vouchers—this was to be expected _ 
when a state which had d with all the essential prero 
gatives of making war, and had entrusted to the genera 
government her own defence and the defence of the whole 
union, and after a thirty years peace, was unexpectedly. 
called upon to exert her whole energies; I say it was to 
be expected that her whole commissarat and quartermas- 
ters departments, and indeed the whole staff under state 
authority, would come into the field uninstrueted in the 
routine of their duties and responsibilities. These sums 
are irretrievably lost; but they would not have been lost 
if the general goverment had been in place to do for us 
what it was bound to do, but which, from necessity, we 
were obliged to perform for ourselves. These losses, 
however, we are willing to sustain. 

It is with extreme surprise, that it is understood the 
general government claims the right of returning to us, 
in kind, the arms furnished by the state in the late war; 
furnished not from the stock held in our arsenals, but 
arms which the «tate, by its agert, purchased in Philadel- 
phia and transported, by land, to their proper destina- 
tion, or such asthe state was compelled to have made, 
by contract, at a very high price, at any convenient place 
at which they could be obtained. As well might the ge- 
neral government claim. the right of returning, in And, 
the beef, and pork and flour purchased by us for its 
use. Nor is it with less surprise that it is observed that 
a considerable proportion of the account for munitions of 
war, has been rejected on account of the unskiful manu- 
facture and finish of these articles. —After the notice giv- 
en to our executive by the secretary of war, that the 
United States left us to defend ourselves, what was the 
state of South Carolina to do’ Our principal city, and 
all our sea-port towns left liable to be demolished 
by the armed vessels of the enemy; our coast Imed 
with these vessels, by which there could be no sate trans 
portation of these heavy articles, by water, the state was 
compelled to get them from her own interior. She had 
to apply to a country uninstructed in the manufacture of 
the munitions of war; for, whether by design or accident, 
the general government had not, from its commencement, 
caused any article of this description to be manulactured 
south of the banks of the Potomae: the state, therefore, 
made the best and most speedy bargain atiainable. . The 
bargain was made for the general government and in its 
stead, for the general defence. It under all the disad- 
vantages of the emergency, these articles were unskilful- 
ly made is it just that the state should bear the loss? 
Would one of their own officers, plaeed precisely in our 
predicament, be compelled to stand to the loss of a 
bargam so made, under such an imperative necessity? I 
cannot doubt but that congress, when the whole case has 
been considered, will provide for the payment of the 
whole of these claims, notin kind, but in the same sort 
of medium that was expended by the state for their pur- 
chase. 

The ciaim for interest appears to me so just, that it 
would be an insult to the understanding to pursue.an ar- 
gument on the subject. After all, when we shall have 
obtained the principal and interest we claim, throwing out 
of view the thousands we have lost for want of youchers, 
we shall be far, very far, from receivmg the benefit 
which other public creditors received at that period. Had 
we held back our fund with cold indifference, and waited 
to make a broker’s bargain with the general government, 
we should have received a hundred dollars of six per 
cent. stock, for every eighty we paid. 1 thank God and ap- 
plaud those who governed the state at this period, that 
we did not act so selfish a part—that, by paying our pro- 
pee of the direct tax for the support of the war, even 

efore congress had authorized the receipt of it in the 
treasury, anticipating by this promptness, more than a 
year, the payment of this tax, by most of the other states 
in the union—that by obeying all the requisitions of the 
general government, whether furnished with the means or 
not, ia which ardent devotedness to the interests of the 
country, many of our sister states participated, we gave 
to the world an illustration of the vigor and promptness 
ofa confederated government in which the members, un- 
aided by the tardy assistance of the common centre, were. 
enabled to strike an effectual blow in resistance to the ase 
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whole, ‘Fhis illustration of our energies, if only fostered 
‘by an act of common jrstice, will be worth to the union 
more than ‘‘millions j 


—— 


caused search to be made in the acts of the legislature on 
this subject, and have come to the opinion, that the 


or defence.” I recommend that |sum appropriated formerly, on the condition that the 


‘provision be made by the legislature for the comptroller jlike sum should be appropriated by the state of Geor- 


general, to proceed, with all such vouchers as he may be 
‘able to obtain, to the city of Washington early in January 
next, ‘to effect, if possible, a final settlement of these 
claims, ; 
The legislatures of the state of South Carvlina, in times 
‘past, have, by their resolutions, expressed their disap- 
‘probation of the course pursued by the general govern- 
ment, in exercising powers not given by the constitution 
‘ofthe United States. Since the adoption of these resolu- 
tions, I have discovered nayreasons for changing, but am- 
ple cause for confirming the opinions then entertained. 
- The scheme for further protecting and encouraging 
‘the manufacturers of woollen cloths; (commonly called 
the woollens bill), by imposing duties on the importa- 
Aion of such cloths, so high as to amount to a prohibition 
of their importation, which has once been attempted to 
be passed by the congress of the United States, and 
which it is understood is about to he again attempted, 
shews, that the passion for exereising powers beyond 
those given by the constitution, is still unsated in a por- 
tion of the congress of the United States. The mode 
adopted by the friends of this measure for enforcing their 
demands, strikes at the root of all constitutional and fair 
Tegislaton. <A self constituted body, claiming to be com- 
posed of delegates from a majority of the states im the 
union, convenes and organizes itself as a deliberative as- 
senibly, and goes through its enactments, in form, to be 
sent downto the congress of the United States to be re- 
agistered, 1s it not time to be alarmed at this utter disre- 
rd to the letter and to the spirit of the constitution? 
Our fellow citizens, with a unanimity never before wit- 
nessed in this state, have petitioned and remonstrated to 
congress on this painful subject: they are likewise about 
to send up their voice to you; and if you can afford 
them aid in arresting this mischievous project, it is your 
‘duty todo so. ‘The instrument which binds the union 
together, has so much of fuirness in the bargain, as re- 
pects the interests of every member of the confedera- 
tion; so nice a poise in the weiglrt of the respective so- 
vercignties which compose it, and such safe-guards to the 
rights of states and individuals, and such a perficctadap- 
tion in it for all foreign relations; and more than all, we 
* have learned from our infancy, to venerate the instrument. 
I would therefore, hold fast to it as the rock of our safety. 
In the language of Mr. Jefferson, “I have always pre- 
ferred refsrm to revolution.” Let us then, use all our 
efforts in this crisis, to bring back the general govern- 
ment tothe sound decisions and safe constructions which 
have been had in better days. There is reasonable 
ground to believe that the over-doing of the Harrisburg 


convention, has already created a re-action. 1 am not} Nathaniel Silsbee 


without hope that the congress of the United States will 
frown indignantly at this attempt to dictate to it; and 
thatthe petitions and remonstrances of our fellow citi- 
zens, fairly and constitutionally sent up to that body, 
will meet with a favorable ear. 

Soon after the adjournment of the legislature in De- 
cember last, I forwarded to our senators and representa- 
tives‘ congress, the agreement and compact between 
the state of Georgia and our own state, touching the 
pam hg mage of the navigation of the Savannah river, in 

er that the consent of the congress of the United 
States might be obtained to the same. From the cireum- 
stance of the senators and representatives from the state 
of Georgia not having received the counterpart of the 
‘said agreement, nor instruction on the subject from 
their state, nothing was done in the measure at the last 


session of congress. About the same time I received | 
ia, an authenticated copy of | L. W. Tazewell 


from ‘the-governor of Ge 
an -act of the legislature of that state by which twenty 
thousand dollars were appropriated for the improvement 
of the navigation of the Savannah river, below Augusta, 
which sum by the terms of said act, was to be ex- 
pended forthwith ‘by the superintendents appointed by 
the act, with the comeurrence of the like authorit o 
ae state of South Carolina, if this state 5 Boe d 

ve appropriated a like sum of money; and if not, the 
superiniendents were ordered to proceed without such 
concurrence [tis taddprstood they have.so proceeced. I 


gia, had long since gone over to the surplus fund, and 
was out of my control. 

The same act of the legislature of Georgia conta'ned 
an my pair on< of twenty thousand doilars, for improy- 
ing the navigation of the Savannah river,from Augusta 
to Andersonville—not to be undertaken until a concurrent 
measure shall have been adopted by our state, and invit- 
ing the state to co-operate in both the above appropria- 
tions, for their respective objects. Good faith and sound 
policy require that the state of South Carolina should do 
so. The documents relating to this subject, are herewith 
transmitted, marked B. 

Since the last vacation, the South Carolma college has 
regained a portion of the number of students, which it 
lost by the ilJ-advised and unprovoked insurrection of 
the last spring. The steadfast adherence. to the rules 
of the college, and the firmness of the. faculty on that 
occasion will I hope, render this insurrection no perma- 
nent disadvantage to the institution. ¢ 

During the past year, [have reviewed and inspected 
more than half ofthe militia of this state, and it is with 
sincere gratification, I can say, that for the most part, 
the general officers are attentive and well informed in 
their duties, the regiments well officvered, the men obe- 
dient, and the efforts of all are indefatigable in acquiring 
the information necessary to an organization, as per- 
fect as is attainable in the short time they have for giving 
und receiving instruction. It is but justice to say that 
this improved state of discipline, is, in a great degree to be 
attributed to the exertions of my predecessors in office, 
and to the very able and prompt assistance, constantly 
and assiduously afforded the commander-in-chief, the 
general and regimental officers, by the adjutant and in- 
spectory general of the state. 

I could recommend a revisal of the penal code of the 
state, and a perseverance in the attempt now making 
to codify the statute and common law, but such a re- 
commendation, would be an act of supererogation, when 
| it is known that you have already undertaken these sub- 
‘jects. JOHN TAYLOR. 
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Fellow-citizens of the senate 
and of the house of representatives: 


_A revolution of the seasons has nearly been completed 
since the representatives of the people and the states of 
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this union were last assembled at this place, to deliberate 
and to act upon the common important interests of their 
constituents. In that interval, the never-slumbering eye 
of a wise and beneficent. Providence has continued its 

| care over the welfare of our beloved country. 
he blessing of health has continued generally to pre- 
vail throughout the land. The blessing of peace with 
our brethren of the human race has been enjoyed with- 
out interruption; internal quiet has left our fellow-citi- 
zens in the full enjoyment of all their rights, and in the 
tree exercise of all their faculties, to pursue the impulse 
of their nature, and the obligation of their duty, in the im- 
provement of their own condition. The productions of 
the soil, the exchanges of commerce, the vivifying labors 
of human industry, have combined to mingle in our cup 
@ portion of enjoyment as large and liberal as the indul- 
pease of Heaven has perhaps ever granted to the imper- 
fect state of man upon earth; and as the purest‘of human 
felicity consists in its participation with others, it is no 
small addition to the sum of our national happiness, at this 
time, that peace and prosperity prevail to a degree sel- 
dom experienced over the whole habitable globe; pre- 
senting, though as yet with painfal exceptions, a foretaste 
of that blessed period of promise, when the lion shall lie 
down with the lamb, and wars shall be no more. To pre- 
serve, to improve, and to perpetuate, the sources, and 
to direct, in their most effective channels, the streams, 
which contribute to the public weal, is the purpose for 
which government was instituted. Objects of deep im- 
portance to the welfare of the union are constatly recur- 
ring to demand the attention of the federal legislature; 
and they call with accumulated interest, at the first meet- 
ing of the two houses, after their periodical renovation. 
To present to their consideration, from time to time, sub- 
jects in which the interests of the nation are most deeply 
involved, and for the regulation of which the legislative 
will is alone competent, is a duty prescribed by the con- 
stitution, to the performance of which the first meeting | 
of the new congress is a period eminently appropriate, 
and which it is now my purpose to discharge. 

Our relations of friendship with the Pol nations of 
the earth, political and commercial, have been preserved 
nnimpaired; and the opportunities to improve them have 
been cultivated with anxious and unremitting attention. 
A negotiation upon subjects of high and delicate interest, 
with the government of Great Britain, has terminated in | 
the adjustment of some of the questions at issue upon | 
satisfactory terms, and the postponement of others for fu- | 
ture discussion and agreement. The purposes of the 
convention concluded at St. Petersburg, on the 12th day 
of July, 1822, under the mediation of the late emperor 
Alexander, have been carried into effect by a subsequent 
convention, concluded at London on the 13th of Novem- 
ber, 1826, the ratifications of which were exchanged at 
that place on the 6th day of February last. A copy of 
the proclamation issued on the nineteenth day of March 
last, publishing this convention, is herewith communicat- 
ed to congress. The sum of twelve hundred and four 
thousand nine hundred and sixty dollars, therein stipulat- 
ed to be paid to the claimants of indemnity under the first 
article of the treaty of Ghent has been duly received, 
and the commission instituted, conformably to the act of 
congress of the second of March last, for tie distribu- 
tion of the indemnity to the persons entitled to receive it, 
are now in session, and approaching the consummation of 
their labors. This final disposal of one ofthe most pain- 








ful topics of collision between the United States and | 


Great Britain, not only affords an occasion of gratulation 
to ourselves, but has had the happiest effect in promoting 
a friendly disposition, and in softening asperities upon 
other objects of discussion. Nor ought it to pass without 
the tribute of a frank and cordial acknowledgment of the 
nimity with which an honorable nation, by the re- 
paration of their own wrongs, achieves a triumph more 
glorious than any field of blood can ever bestow. 

The conventions of 3d July, 1815, and of 20th Octo- 
ber, 1818, will expire, by their own limitation, on the 20th 
October, 1828. These have regulated the direct commer- 
cial intercourse between the United States and Great Bri- 
tain, upon terms of the most perfect reciprocity; and they 
effected a temporary compromise of the respective rights 
ahd claims toterritory westward of the Rocky Mountains. 
There arrangements have been continued for an indefinite 


period of time, after the expiration of the above mentioned 
conventions; leaving each party the liberty of terminat- 
ing them, by giving twelve months notice to the other. 
The radical principle of all commercial intercourse be- 
tween independent nations, is the mutual interest of both 
parties. It is the vital spirit of trade itself; nor ean it be 
reconciled to the nature of man, or to the primary laws 
of human society, that any traffic should long be willingly 
pursucd, of which all the advantages are on one side, 
and all the burdens on the other. ‘Treaties of commierce 
have been found, by experience, to be among the most 
effective instruments for promoting peace and harmony 
between nations whose interests, exclusively considered 
on either side, are brought into frequent collisions by 
competition. In framing such treaties, it is the duty of 
each party, not simply to urge with unyielding pertinacity 
that which suits its own interest, but to concede liberal! 

to that which is adapted to the interest of the other. To 
accomplish this, little more is generally required than a 
simple observance of the rule of reciprocity; and were it 
possible for the statesmen of one nation, by stratagem and 
management, to obtain from the weakness or ignorance 
ot another, an over-reaching treaty, such a compact would 
prove an incentive to war rather than a bond of peace. 
Our conventions with Great Britain are founded upon the 
principles of reciprocity. The commercial intercourse 
between the two countries is greater in magnitude and 
amount than between any two other nations on the globe. 
{t is, tor all oe of benefit or advantage to both, as 
precious, and, in all probability, far more extensive, than 
if the parties were still constituent parts of one and the 
same nation. Treaties between such states, regulating 
the intercourse of peace between them, and adjusting im- 
terests of such transcendent importance to both, which 
have been found, in a long experience of years, mutually 
advantageous, should not be lightly cancelled or discon- 
tmued. ‘Two conventions, for continuing in force these 
above mentioned, have been concluded between the ple- 
nipotentiaries of the two governments, on the 6th of 
August last, and will be forthwith laid before the senate 


for the exercise of their constitutional authority concern- 
ing them. 


In the execution of the treaties of peace, of November, 

1782, and September, 1783, between the United States 

and Great Britain, and which terminated the war of our 

independence, a line of boundary was drawn as the de- 

marcation of territory between the two countries, extend- 

ing over near twenty degrees of latitude, and ranging 

over seas, lakes, and mountains, then very imperfectly 

explored, and scarcely opened to the geographical know- 

ledge of the age. In the progress of discovery and set- 

tlement by both parties, since that time, several questions 
of boundary between their respective territories have 

arisen, which have been found of en difficult 

adjustment. At the close of the last war with Great Bri- 
tam, four of these questions pressed themselves upon 
the consideration of the negotiations of the treaty af 
Ghent, but without the means of concluding a definitive 
arrangement concerning them. ‘They were referred to 
three separate commissions, consisting of two commis- 
sioners, one appointed by each party, to examine and de- 
cide upon their respective claims. In the event of disa- 
greement between the commissioners, it was provided 
that they should make reports to their several govern- 
ments; and that the reports should finally be referred to 
the decision of a sovereign, the common friend of both. 
Of these commissions, two have already terminated their 
sessions and investigations, one by entire and the other 
by partial agreement. ‘The commissioners of the fifth ar- 
ticle of the treaty of Ghent have finally disagreed, and 
made their conflicting reports to their own governments. 
But from these reports a great difficulty has occurred in 
making up a question to be decided by the arbitrator. 
This purpose has, however, been effected by a fourth 
convention, concluded ut London by the plenipotentia- 
ries of the two governments on the 29th of September 
last. It will be submitted, together with the others, to 
the consideration of the senate. 


While these questions have been pending, incidents 
have occuered, of conflicting pretensions and of a danger~ 
our character, upon the territory itself, in dispute between 
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the governments, it was agreed, that no exercise of 
exclusive jurisdiction, by either party, while the nego- 
tiation was pending, should change the state of the ques- 
tion of right, to be definitively settled. Such collision 
has, nevertheless, recently taken place, by occurrences, 
the precise character of which has not yet been ascer- 
ont A go aOR from ae! governor of the 
state of Maine, with accom ing documents, «" 
ce between air dapeaes rf state and the 
minister of Great Britain, on thie -“9Ject, are now com- 
municated. Measures her~ Deen taken to ascertain the 
state of the facts me< correctly, by the employment of a 
special agen, tO visit the spot where the alleged outrages 
have Occurred, the result of those inquiries, when receiv- 
ed, will be transmitted to congress. 
Awhile so many of the subjects of high interest to the 
friendly relations between the two countries have been so 
far adjusted, it is matter of regret that their views re- 
the commercial intercourse between the United 
States and the British colonial possessions; have not 
equall approximated to a friendly agreement. 
Atthe commencement of the last session of congress, 
they were informed of the sudden and unexpected €x- 
clusion, by the British government, of access, in vessels 
of the United States, to all their colonial ports, except 
those immediately bordering upon our own territorics. 
In the amicable discussions which have succeeded the 
adoption of this measure, which, as it affected harshly the 
interests of the United States, became a subject of ex- 
postulation on our part, the principles upon which its 
justification has been placed, have been of a diversified 
‘character. It has been at-ence ascribed ioa mere re- 
currence to the old long established principle of colonial 
monopoly, and at the same time to a feeling of resent- 
ment, because the offers of an act of parliament, open- 
ing the colonial ports upon certain conditions, had not 
been grasped at with sufficient eagerness by an instan- 
taneous conformity to them. Ata subsequent period it 
has been intimated that the new exclusion was in resent- 
ment, because a prior act of parliament, of 1822, open- 
ing certain colonial ports, under heavy and burdensome 
restrictions to vessels of the United States, had not been 
reciprocated by an admission of British vessels from the 
colonies, and their cargoes, without any restriction or 
discrimanation whatever. But, be the motive for the 
{interdiction what it may, the British government have 
manifested no disposition, either by negotiation or by cor- 
responding legisiative enactments, to recede from it, 
and we have been given distinctly to understand, that 
neither of the bills which were under the consideration of 
congress, at their last session, would have been deemed 
sufficient in their concessions, to have been rewarded by 
any relaxation from the British interdict. It is one of 
the inconveniences inseparably connected with the at- 
tempt to adjust, by reciprocal legislation, interests of this 
nature, that neither party can know what would be satis- 
factory to the other; and that, »fter enacting a statute for 
the avowed and sincere purpose of conciliation, it will 
re be found utterly inadequate to the expectations 
the other party, and will terminate in mutual disap- 
pointment, 
The séssion of congress having terminated without any 
act upon the subject, a proclamation was issued, on the 
17th of March last, conformably to the provisions of the 
6th section of the act of Ist March, 1823, declaring the 
fact that the trade and intercourse authorized by the Bri- 
tish act of parliament, of 24th June, 1822, between the 
United States and the British enumerated colonial ports, 
had been, by the subsequent acts of pchemeae of 5th 
July, 1825, and the order of council, of 27th July, 1826, 
prohibited. The effect of this proclamation, by the terms 
of the act under which it was issued, has been that each 
and-every provision of the act concerning navigation, of 
18th April, 1818, and of the act supplementary thereto, 
of 15th May, 1820, revived, and is in full force. Such, 
then, is the present condition of the trade, that, useful as 
it isto both parties, it can, with a single momentary ex- 
ception, be carried on directly by the vessels of neither. 
That exception itself is found in a proclamation of the 
overnor of the island of St. Christopher and of the 
Virgin islands, inviting, fer three months from the 28th 
of August last the importation of the articles of the pro- 
duce of the United States, which constitute ther export 


ortion of this trade, in the vessels of all nations. 
hat period having already expired, the state of mutual 
interdiction has again taken place. The British govern- 
ment have not only declined segutiation upon this’ sub- 
ject, but, by the primeipte they have assumed with refer- 
ence to it, Save precluded even the means of negotiation. 
J+ becomes not the self respect of the United States, 
either to solicit gratuitous favors, or to accept as the grant 
ofa favor that for which an ample equivalent is exacted. 
It remains to be determined by the respective govern- 
ments, whether the trade shall be opened by acts of reci- 
amg legislation. it is in the meantime satisfactory to 

now, that, apart from the inconveniences resulting from 
a disturbance of the usual channels of trade, no loss has 
been sustained by the commerce, the navigation, orthe 
revenue of the United States, and none of magnitude is 
to be apprehended from this existing state of mutual in- 
terdict. 

With the other maritime and commercial nations of 
Europe, our intercourse continues, with little variation. 
Since the cessation, by the convention of 24th June, 1822, 
of all discriminating datics upon the vessels of the Unit- 
ed State: and ot France, in either country, our trade with 
that nation has increased and is increasing. A disposition 
on the part of France has been manifested to renew that 
negotiation; and in acceding to the proposal, we have ex- 
pressed the wish that it might be extended to other ob- 
jects, upon which a good understanding between the par- 
ties would be beneficial to the interests of both. cs 
origin of the political relations between the United 
States and France, is coeval with the first years of our 
independence. The memory of it is interwoven with 
that of our arduous struggle for national existence. 
Weakened as it is has occasionally beeen since that time, 
it can by us never be forgotten; and we should hail with 
exultation the moment which should indicate a recollec- 
tion, equally friendly in spirit, on the partof France. A 
fresh effort has recently been made, by the minister of 
the United States residing at Paris, to obtain a conside- 
ration of the just claims of citizens of the United States, 
to the reparation of wrongs long since committed, ma- 
ny of themfrankly acknowledged, and all of thém en- 
titled, upon every principle of justice, to a candid exami- 
nation. ‘The proposal last made to the French govern- 
ment has been to reter the subject, which has formed an 
obstacle to this censideration, to the determination of a 
sovereign, the common friend of both. To this offer no 
definitive answer has yet been received; but the gallant 
and honorable spirit which has at all times been the pride 
and glory of France, will not ultimately permit the de- 
mands of innocent sufferers to be extinguished in the 
mere consciousness of the power to reject them. ‘ 

A new treaty of avity, navigation and commérce, has 
been concluded with the kingdom of Sweden, which will 
be submitted to the senate for their advice with regard to 
its ratification. Ata more recent date, a minister pleni- 
‘oar ggont from the Hanseatic republics of Hanburg, Lu- 

eck, and Bremen, has been received, charged with a 
special mission for the negotiation of a treaty of amity and 
commerce between that ancient and renowned league 
and the United States. This negotiation has accordingly 
been commenced, and is now in progress, the result of 
which will, if suecessful, be also submitted to the senate 
for their consideration. ’ 

Since the accession of the emperor Nicholas to the im- 
perial throne ofall the Russias, the friendly dispositions 
towards the United States, so constantly manifested by 
his predecessor, have continued unabated, and have been 
recently testified by the appointment of a minister pleni- 
potentiary to reside at this place. From the interest 
taken by this sovereign in behalf of the suffering Greeks, 
and from the spirit with which others of the great Euro- 
— powers are co-operating with him, the friends of 
reedom and of humanity may indulge the hope that 
they will obtain relief from that most unequal of conflicts, 
which they have so long and so gallantly sustained; that 
they will enjoy the biessings of self-government, which 
by their sufferings im the cause of liberty, they have richly 
earned; and that their independence will be comeed by 
those liberal institutions, of which their country furnish- 
ed the earliest examples im the history of mankind, and 
which have consecrated to immortal remembrance the 





very soil for which they are now again profusely pouring 
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forth their blood. The sympathies which the people 
and government of the United States have so warmly in- 
dulged with their cause, have been acknowledged by their 

vernment, in a letter ef thanks, which I have received 
from their illustrious president, « eanslation of which is 
new ‘communicated to congress, the reprreentatives of 
that nation to whom this tribute of gratitude was mu. 
ded to be paid, and to whom it was justly due. 

In the American hemisphere, the cause of freedom and 
independence has continued to prevail; and if signalized 
by none of those splendid triumphs which had crowned 
‘with glory some of the preceding years, it has only been 
from the banishment of all external force against which 
the struggle had been mantained. The shout of victory 
has been superseded by the expulsion of the enemy over 
whom it could have been achieved. Our friendly wish- 
esand cordial good will, which have constantly followed 
the southern nations of America in all the vicissitudes of 
their war of independence, are succeeded by a solicitude, 
equally ardent and cordial, that, by the wisdom and pu- 
rity of their institutions, they may secure to themselves 
the choicest blessings of social order, and the best re- 
wards of virtuous liberty. Disclaiming alike all right and 
all intention of interfering in those concerns which it is 
the p tive of their mdependence to regulate as to 
them shall seem fit, we hail with joy every indication of, 
their prosperity, of their harmony, of their perserving 





and inflexible homage to those principles of freedem and 
of equal rights, which are alone suited to the genius and | 
temper of the American nations. It has been therefore | 
with some concern that we have observed indications of | 
intestine divisions in some of the republics of the south, 
and appearances of less union with one another, than we | 
believe to be the interest of all. Among the results of | 
this state of things has been that the treaties concluded | 
at Panama do not appear to have been ratified by the con- 
tracting parties, and that the meeting of the congress at 
Tacubaya has been indefinitely postponed. In accepting | 
the invitations to be represented at this congress, while | 
a manifestation was intended on the part of the United | 
States, of the most friendly disposition towards the | 
southern republics by whom it had been proposed, it was | 
hoped that it would furnish an opportunity for bringing | 
all the nations of this hemisphere to the common acknow- | 
Jedgment and adoption of the principles, in the regula. | 
tion of their international relations, which would have | 
secured a lasting peace and harmony between them, and | 
have promoted the cause of mutual benevolence through- | 





out the globe. But as obstacles appear to have arisen to | 
the re-assembling of the congress, one of the two min- 
isters commussioned on the part of the United States has | 
returned to the bosom of his country, while the munis-| 
ters charged with the ordinary mission to Mexico re-| 
mains authorized to attend at the conferences of the con- | 
gress whenever they may be resumed. 

A hope was fora short time enter tained, thata treaty of 
peace, actually signed between the governments of Buenos 
Ayres and Brazil, would supersede all further occasion | 
for those collisions between belligerent pretensions and | 
neutral rights, which are so commonly the result of mari- 
time war, and which have unfortunately disturbed the 
harmony of the relations between the United States and 
the Brazilian government. At their last session, con- 
gress were iniormed that some of the naval officers of| 
that empire had advanced and practised upon principles 
in relation to blockade, and to neutral navigation, which 
we could not sanction, and which our commanders found 
it necessary toresist. It appears that they have not been 
sustained by the government of Brazil itself. Some of 
the vessels captured under the assumed authority of 
these erroneous principles, have been restored; and we 
trust that our just expectations wil! be realized, that ade- 
quate indemnity will be made to all the citizens of the 
United States who have suffered by the unwarranted 
captures which the Brazilian tribunals themselves have 
pronounced unlawful. ; 

In the diplomatic discussion, at Rio de Janeiro, of 
these wrongs sustained by citizens of the United States, 
and of others which seemed as if emanating immediate- 
ly from that government itself, the charge d’affaires of 
the United States, under an impression that his represen- 
tations in behalf of the rights and interest of his coun- 
trymen were totally disregarded and useless, deemed it 





| of the present quarter, estimated at four millions 


his duty, without waiting for instructions to terminate his 
official functions, to demand his passports and return te 
the United States. ‘This movement dictated by an honest 
zeal for the honor and interest of his country; motives 
which operated exclusively upon the mind of the officer 
who resorted to it, has not been disapproved by me. 
The Brazilian government however, complained of it as 
4 Mtacumo for which no adequate intentional cause had 
been given by stem; and upon an explicit assurance, 


through their charge OMaires, residing here, that a suc- 
cessor to the late represent&u-. of the United States 


near that government, the appointmeut of whom they de- 
sired, should be received at treated with the reopect due 
to his character, and that indemnity should be prompu 
made for all injuries inflicted on citizens of the Unite 
States, or their property, contrary to the laws of nations, 
a temporary commission as charge d’affaires to that coun- 
try has been issued, which it is hoped will entirely re- 
store the ordinary diplomatic intercourse between the two 
governments, and the friendly relations between their 
respective nations, 

‘Turning from the momentous concerns of our union, 
in its intercourse with foreign nations, to those of the 
deepest interest in the administration ef our internal af- 
fairs, we find the revenues of the present year correspond- 
ing as nearly as might be expected to the anticipations of 
the last, and presenting an aspect still more favourable 
in the promise of the next. ‘The balance in the treasury, 
on the first of January last, was six million three hundred 
and fifty-eight thousand six hundred and eighty six-dol- 
lars and eighteen cents. ‘Che receipts from that day to 
the 30th of September last, as near as the returns of 
them yet received can show, amount to sixteen millions 
eight hundred and eighty-six thousand five hundred and 
eighty-one dollars and thirty-two cents. The Ay am 

ve 
hundred and fifteen thousand, added to the above, form 
an aggregate of twenty-one million four hundred thou. 
sand dollars of receipts. The expenditures of the year 
may perhaps amount to twenty-two millions three hun- 
dred thousand dollars, presenting a small excess over the 
receipts. But, of these twenty-two millions; upwards of 
six have beenapplied to the discharge of the principal of 
the public debt; the whole amount of which, apprOneh- 
ing seventy-four millions on the first of January last, will, 
on the first day of next year, fall short of sixty-seveu 
millions anda half. The balance in the treasury, on 


| the first of January next, it is expected will exceed five 


millions four hundred and fifty thousand dollars, a sum 
exceeding that of the first of January, 1825, though fall- 
ing short of that exhibited on the first of January last, 

it was foreseen that the revenue of the present year 
would not equal that of the last, which had itself been 
less than that of the next preceding year. But the hope 
has been realized which was entertained, that these defi- 
ciencies would in nowise interrupt the steady eperation 
af the discharge of the public debt by the annual ten 
millions devoted to that object by the act of 3d Mareh, 
1817. 

‘The amount of duties secured on merchandise import- 
ed from the commencement of the year until the 30th of 
September last, is twenty-one million two hundred and 
twenty-six thousand, and the probable amount of that 
which will be secured during the remainder of the year, 
is five millions seven hundred and seventy-four thousand 
dollars; forming a sum total of twenty seven millions. 
With the allowances for drawbacks and contingent defi- 
ciencies which may occur, though not specifically fore- 
seen, we may safely estimate the receipts of the ensuing 
year at twenty-two millions three hundred thousand dol- 
lars; a revenue for the next, equal to the expenditure of 
the present year. 

The deep solicitade felt by our citizens of all classes 
throughout the union for the total discharge of the public 
debt, will apologize for the earnestness with which | 
deem it my duty to urge this topic upon the considera- 
tion of congress—of recommending to them again the 
observance of the strictest economy in the application of 
the public funds. The depression upon the receipts of 
the revenue which had commenced with the year 1826, 
continued with increased severity during the two first 
quarters of the present year. The returning tide began 
to flow with the third quarter, and, so fur as we can judge 
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from experience, may be expected to continue through 
the course of the ensuing year. Inthe meantime, an al- 
leviation from the burden of the public debt will, in the 
three years, have been effeeted, to the amount of nearl 
sixteen millions, and the charge of annual interest will 
have been reduced upwards of one million. But amon 
the maxims of political economy which the stewards 
the public moneys shoul: never suffer without urgent 
necessity to be transcended, is that of keeping the ox~ 
pouches of the year withm the limits of «s receipts. 
appropriations of the two last y<#rs, including the 
yeatt ten millions of the sinkiug fund, have each equal- 
ed ihe“ pedilecd reyenue of the ensuing year. While 
we foresee with confidence that the public coffers will 
be repicnished from the receipts, as fast as they will be 
drained by the expenditures, equal in amount to those 
of the current year, it should not be forgotten that they 
could ill suffer the exhaustion of larger disbursements. 

The condition of the army, and of all the branches of 
the public service under the superintendence of the se- 
eretary of war, will be seen by the report from that offi- 
eer, and the documents with which it is accompanied. 

During the course of the last summer, a detachment of 
the army has been usefully and successfully called to per- 
form their appropriate duties. At the moment when the 
commissioners a epee for carrying into execution cer- 
tain provisions of the treaty of August 19th, 1825, with 
various tribes of the northwestern Indians, were about to 
arrive at the appointed place of meeting, the unprovoked 
murder of several citizens, and other acts of unequivocal 

eommitted by a party of the Winnebago tribe, 
one of those associated in the treaty, followed by indica- 
tions of a menacing character, among other tribes of the 
same region, rendered went gy an unmediate display of 
the defensive and protective force of the union in that 
quarter. It was accordingly exhibited by the immediate 
and concerted movements of the governors of the state 
of Tilinois and of the territory of Michigan, and compe- 
fent Fevies of militia, under their authority, with a corps 
of seven hundred men of United States troops under the 
command of general Atkinson, who, at the call of gover- 
nor Cass, immediately repaired to the scene of danger 
from their station at St. Louis. Their presence dispel- 
led the alarms of our fellow citizens on those borders, 
and overawed the hostile purposes of the Indians. The 
trators of the murders were surrendered to the au- 
thority and operation of our laws; and every appearance 
of purposed hostility from those Indian tribes has sub- 
sided. ' 

Although the present organization of the army, and the 
administration of its various branches of service, are, up- 
on the whole, satisfactory, they are yet susceptible of 
much improvement in particulars, some of which have 
been heretofore submitted to the consideration of con- 

ss, and others are now first presented in the report of 
the seeretary of war. 

The expediency of providing for additional numbers of 
officers in the two corps of engineers will, in some de- 
gree, depend upon the number and extent of the objects 
of national importance upon which congress may think it 
proper that surveys should be made, conformably to the 
act of the 30th of April, 1824. Of the surveys which, 
vefore the last session of congress, had been made under 
the authority of that act, reports were made: 

1. Of the board of internal improvement on the Che- 
sapeake and Ohio canal. 

2: On the continuance of the national road from Cum- 
vee to the tide waters within the District of Colum- 
a. 

3. On the continuation of the national road from Can- 
ton to Zanesville. 

4. On the location of the national road from Zanesville 
to Columbus, 

5. On the continuation of the same road to the seat of 
government in Missouri. 

6. On a post road from Baltimore to Philadelphia. 

7. Of a survey of Kennebee river, (in part. ) 

8. Ona nattonal road from Washington to Buffalo. 

9. On the survey of Saugatuck harbor and river. 

10. On a canal from lake Pontchartrain to the Missis- 
sippi river. 

11. On surveys at Edgartown, Newburyport, and Hy- 
tanis harbor. 





ma 








12. On survey of La Plaisance Bay, in the territory of 
Michigan. ; ee 

And reports are now prepared, and will be submitted 
to. congress: : ’ 

On surveys of the peninsula of Fiorida, to-ascertain the 
practicability of a canal co connect the waters of the At- 
lantic with the Gulf of Mexico, across that peninsula; and 
alse, of the country between the bays of Mobile and of 
Pensacola, with the view of connecting them together by 
a canal: 

On surveys of a route for a canal to connect the waters 
of James and Great Kenhawa rivers; 

On the survey of the Swash in Pamtico Seund, and 
that of Cape Fear, below the town of Wilmington, im 
North Carolina: 

On the survey of the Musele Shoals, in the Tennessee 
river, and for a route for a contemplated communication 
between the Hiwassee and Coosa rivers, in the state of 
Alabama. . 

Other reports of surveys, upon objects pointed out by 
the several acts of congress, of the last and preceding ses- 
sions, are in the progress of preparation, and most of 
them may be completed before the close of this session. 
All the officers of both corps of engineers, with several 
other persons duly qualified, have been constantly em- 
ployed upon these services, from the passage of the act 
of 30th April, 1824, to this time. Were no other advan- 
tage to accrue to the country from their labors than the 
fund of topographical knowledge which they have col- 
lected and communicated, that alone would have been a 
profit to the union more than. adequate to all the expen- 
ditures which have been devoted to the object; but the 
appropriations for the repair and continuation of the Cum- 
berland road, for the construction of various other roads, 
for the removal of obstructions from the rivers and har- 
bors, for the erection of light-houses, beacons, piers, 
and buoys, and for the completion of canals, undertaken 
by individual associations, but needing the assistance of 
means and resourees more comprehensive than individual 
enterprise can command, may be considered rather as 
treasures laid up frem the contributions of the present 
apes for the benefit of posterity, than as unrequited ap- 
plications of the aceruing revenues of the nation. T'o 
such objects of permanent improvement to the condition 
of the country, of real addition to the wealth as well as 
to the comfort of the people by whose authority and re- 
sources they have been eifected, from three to four mil- 
lions of the annual income of the nation have, by laws. 
enacted at the three most recent sessions of congress, 
heen applied, without intrenching upon the necessities 
of the treasury; withont adding a dollarto the taxes or 
debts of the community; without suspending even the 
steady and regular discharge of the debts contracted in 
former days, which, within the same three years, have: 
been diminished by the amount of nearly sixteen millions. 
of dollars. 

The same observations are, ina great degree, applica-. 
ble to the appropriations mace for fortifications upon the 
coasts and harbors of the United States, for the main- 
tenance of the military academy at West Point, and for 
the various objects under the superintendence of the de- 


partment of the navy. The report of the secretary of” 
the navy, and those from the subordinate branches of both, 


the military departments, exhibit to congress, in minute 
detail, the present condition of the publie establishments 
dependent upon them; the execution of the actsof con- 
gress relating to them; and the views of the officers en- 
gaged in the several branches of the service, concerning 
the improvements which may tend to their perfection. 
The fortifications of the coasts, and the gradual increase 
and improvement of the navy,are parts al a great system 
of national defence, which has been upwards of ten years 
in progress, and which, for a s-ries of years to come, will 
contmue to claim the constant and persevering protection 
and superintendence of the legislative authority. Among 
the measures which have emanated from these principles, 
the act of the inst session of congress, forthe gradual im- 
provement of the navy, holds a conspicuous place. The 
colleetion of timber for the future construetion of vessels 
of war; the preservation and reproduction of the species 
of timber peculiarly adapted to that purpose, the constre- 
tion of dry docks for the use of the navy; the erection of 


/@ marine railway for the repair of the public ships, ‘and 
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the improvement of the navy yards for the preservation 
of the public property deposited in them; hate all receiv- 
ed fromthe executive the attention required by that act, 
and will continue tu receive it, steadily proceeding to- 
wards the execution of all its purposes. The establish- 
ment of a naval academy, furnish & the means of theo- 
Tetic instruction to the youths who devote their lives to 
_ the service of their country upon the ocean, still solicitc 
the sanction of the legislature. Practical seamanship, and 
the art of navigation, may be acquired upon the cruises of 
the squadrons, which, from time to time, are despatched 
to distant seas; but a competent knowledge, even of the 
art of ship building, the higher mathematies and astrono- 
were literature which can place our officers on a level 

lished education with the officers of other martime 
nations; the knowledge ofthe laws, municipal and national, 
which, .in their intercourse with foreign states and their 
governments, continually called into operation; and 
above all, thaf acquaintance with the principles of honour 
and justice, with the higher obligations of morals, and of 
general laws, haman and divine, which constitute the 
great distinction betwen the warrior patriot, and the li- 
censed robber and pirate; these can be systematically 
taught and eminently acquired only in a permanent 
school, stationed upon the shore, and provided with the 
teachers, the instruinents, and the books, conversant with 
and adapted to the communication of the principles of 
a respective sciences to the youthful and inguiring 
mind. 

The report from the postmaster general exhibits the 
condition of that department, as highly satisfactory for 
the present, and still more promising for the future. Its 

‘recipts forthe year ending the first of July last, amounted 
to one million four hundred and seventy-three thousand 
five hundred and fifty-one dollars, and exceeded its ex- 
enditures by upwards one hundred thousand dollars. 
t cannot be an over sanguine estimate to predict that, 
in less than ten years, of which one halthave elapsed, the 
receipts will have been more than doubled. inthe mean 
time, a reduced expenditure upon established routes has 
kept pace with increased facilities of public accommoda- 
tion, and additional services have been obtained and re- 
duced rates of compensation. Within the last year the 
transportation of the mail in stages has been greatly aug- 
mented. The number of post offices has been increased 
to seven thousand; and it may be anticipated that, while 
the facilities of intercourse between fellow-citizens, in 
person or by correspondence, will soon be carried to the 
door of every villager in the union, a yearly surplus of re- 
venue will accrue, which may be applied as the wisdom 
of congress, under the exercise of their constitutional 
powers, may devise for the further establishment and im- 
provement of the public roads, or by adding still further 
to the facilities in the transportation of the mail. Of the 
indications of the prosperous condition of our country, 
none can be more pleasing than those presented by the 
multiplying relations of personal and intimate inter- 
course between the citizens of the union dwelling at the 
remotest distances from each other. 

Among the subjects which have heretofore occupied 
the earnest solicitude and attention of congress, is the 
management and disposal of that portion of the proper- 
ty of the nation which consists of the public lands. The 
acquisition of them, made at the expense of the whole 
union, not only in treasure but in blood, marks a right 
of property in them equally extensive. By the report 
and statements from the general land office, now commu- 
nicated, it appears, that, under the present government 
of the United States, a sum little short of thrity-three 
millions of dollars has been paid from the common trea- 
sury, for that portion of this property which has been 
purchased from France and Spain, and for the extinction 
of the aboriginal titles. The amount of lands acquired is 
near two hundred and sixty millions of acres, of which, 
on the first of January, 1826, about one hundred and 
thirty-nine millions of acres had-been surveyed, and lit- 
tle more than nineteen millions of acres had been sold. 
The amount paid into the treasury by the purchasers of 
the lands seld is uot yet equal to the sums paid for the 
whole, but leaves a small balance to be refunded; the 
proceeds of the sales of the lands have long been pledged 


————— 


redeemed. The system upon which this great national 
interest has been managed was the result of long, anx- 
ious, and persevering deliberation; matured and modified 
by the progress of our population and the lessons of ex. 

rience, it has been hitherto eminently successful, 
ore than nine-tenths of the lands still remain the com. 


mon property of the union, the appropriation apd dispo- 
sal of which are sacred trusts in'the ds of congress, 
Of the lands sold, a considerable were conveyed un- 


der extended credits, which, in the vicissitudes and fluc- 
tuations in the value uf lands, and of their produce, be- 
came oppressively burdensome to the Tt can 
never be the interest or the policy of the nation to wri 
from its own citizens the reasonable profits uf their in- 
dustry and enterprise, by holding them to the rigorous 
import of disastrous engagements. In March, 1821, a 
debt of twenty-two millions of dollars, due by purchasers 
of the public lands, had accumulated, which they were 
unable to pay. An act of congress, of the 2d of March, 
1821, came to their relief, eat bes been succeeded by 
others; the latest being the act of the 4th of May, 1826, 
the indulgent provisions of which expired on the 4th of 
July last. The effect of these laws has been to reduce 
the debt from the purchasers, to a remaining balance of 
about four millions three hundred thousand dollars due; 
more than three-fitths of which are for lands within the 
state of Alabama. I recommend to congress the revival 
and continuance, for a further term, of the beneficent ac- 
commudations to the public debtors, of that statute, and 
submit to their consideration, in the same spirit of equity, 
the remission, under proper discriminations, of the for- 
feitures of partial payments on account of purchases of 
the public lands, so far as to allow of their application 
to other payments. 

There are various other subjects, of deep interest to 
the whole union, which have heretofore been recommen- 
ded to the consideration of congress, as well by my pre- 
decessors, as under the impression of the duties devolving 
upon me, by myself. Among these are the debt, rather 
of justice than gratitude, to the surviving warriors of the 
revolutionary war; the extension of the judicial adminis- 
tration of the federal government to those extensive and 
important members of the union, which, having risen in- 
to existence since the organization of the present judiciary 
establishment, now constitute at least one third of its ter- 
ritory, power, and population; the formation of a morc 
effective and uniform system for the government of the 
militia; and the amelioration, in some form or modifica- 
tion, of the diversified and often oppressive codes relating 
to insolvency. Anridst the multiplicity of topics of great 
national concernment which may recommend themselves 
to the calm and patriotic deliberations of the legislature, 


it may suffice to say, that, on these and all other mea- 
sures, which may receive their sanction, my hearty co- 
operation will be given, conformably to the duties enjoin- 


ed upon me, and under the sense of all the obligations 
prescribed by the constitution. es 
JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 

Washington, December 4, 1827. 





TWENTIETH CONGRESS—Ist SESSION, 
SENATE. ; 

Dec. 3. The hour of meeting having arrived, the vice 
president took the chair. ‘The roll of senators having been 
called over by Mr. Lowrie the secretary, it appeared 
that every member was in attendance, exeept Mr. Web- 
ster of Massachusetts, and Mr. Thomas of Ilinois. 

The oath of office was then administered to such 
members as, having been elected since the last session, 
now take their seats for six years from the present time. 

On motion of Mr. Macon, the secretary was 
ordered to wait upon the house of representatives, 
and inform them that a quorum ofthe senate was present, 
and ready to proceed to business. He returned, and re- 
ported that the house had not yet elected their speaker: 

Mr. Johnson, of Kentucky, then rose to give notice 
that, on Wednesday next, he should ask leave to intro- 
duce a bill ‘*to abolish imprisonment for debt.” Mr. J. 
accompanied this notice with a few remarks, stating his 
desire that this subject might receive the early attention 
of the senate, so that its fate might, without farther de- 





to the creditors of the nation; a pledge from which we 
have reason to hepe that they will ina very tew years be 











lay, be made known to the nation. He considered it his 
' duty to press the subject at the presént session, an 
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should. have done so at the last, but he had forborne in 
consideration of its being the short session of congress, 
and acrowd of other business demanding the attention 
of the senate. & 

Mr. Codé offered the usual resolution respecting the 
furnishing ‘of newspapers for the use of the senators; 
which was agreed to, with one disaenting voice. 

A ng Dap wether received from the house of represen- 
fatives by clerk, announcing that a quorum of that 
house had assembled; that Andrew Stevenson, of Va. 
had been elected their speaker, and that they were ready 


to ee to business. 
oon after, a second message informed the senate 
that the house had passed a joint resolution, that a com- 
mittee he appointed by each house, to wait on the pre- 
sident of the United States, and inform him that they 
were ready to receive any communication he might have 
to make. 
The resolution was concurred in, and Messrs. Macon, 


and Smith of Md. were appointed a committee on the part 
of the senate. 


The senate then adjourned. 

49 gy vt wee~ pe weet UL 
che emer anveh Wes read, its printing ordered, and 
the hour of meeting fixed at 12 o’clock— 

A motion to adjourn was made, but withdrawn: when, 

Mr. Eaton, after some prefatory remarks in relation 
to the embarrassing situation of the secretary of the se- 
nate, who was at a loss to know who was to be consider- 
éd as’the senate printer, offered the following preamble 
and resolution: 

**In pursuance of a joint resolution of the senate and 
house of representatives, passed in 1819. regulating the 
subject of printing for the two houses, respectively, an 
election having been hac by the senate during the last 
session, fora printer to the senate, and Duff Green hav- 
ing, according to the provisions of the said resolution, re- 
ceived the greatest number of votes: therefore 

Resolved, ‘That, in the opinion of the senate, the 
said Duff Green is duly elected printer of the senate.” 

After a debate of some animation, in which Messrs. 
Eaton, Hayne, Benton, Berrien, and Woodbury, advo- 
cated, and Messrs. Macon, Harrison, Chambers, and 
Robbins, opposed the resolution, (ineffectual attempts 
having been made to lay it on the table, and to postpone 
its consideration until to-morrow) it was carried by yeas 
and nays, as follows: 

YEAS.—Messrs. Barnard, Barton, Benton, Berrien, 
Branch, Chandler, Dickerson, Eaton, Ellis, Hayne, John- 
son, of Kentucky, Kane, King, McKinley,- McLane, 
Ridgely, Rowan, Sanford, Smith of Maryland, Smith of 
South Carolina, Tazewell, Tyler, White, Williams, 
Woodbury—25. 

NAYS.—Messrs. Bateman, Bell, Bouligny, Cham- 
bers, Chase, Foot, Harrison, Hendricks, Johnston, of 
Louisiana, Knight, Macon, Marks, Noble, Parris, Rob- 
bins, Ruggles, Seymour, Silsbee, Willey—19. 

The senate then adjourved. 


Dec. 5. Mr. Johnson, of Kentucky, agreeably to leave, 
intraduced a bill to abolish imprisonment for debt; which 
was read the first time, and passed to a second reading. 

The vice presidentlaid before the senate a communica- 
tion trom the department of war, relative to proposals 
received for printing a system of military tactics; and 
also the secretary’s account of the expenditure of the 
contingent fund of the senate for the past year. And then 

The senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday, December 4, 1827. ‘The house was ealled 
to order by M. St. Clair Clarke, clerk of the house, 
precisely at twelve o’clock, and the roll of the house be- 
ing called over by states, it appeared that every member 
was ese except six, viz. Mr. Oakley of New York, 
Mr. Holeombe of New Jersey, Mr. Bryan of North Ca- 
rolina, Mr. Davis of South Carolina, and a vacaney in 
each of the states of Georgia and Kentucky. 

Two hundred and seven members, out of two hundred 
and thirteen, having answered to their names, the house 
proceeded to ballot for a speaker. 

Mr. Sprague and Mr. Haynes being named tellers, 


For Andrew Stevenson, of Virginia,...........104 
For John W. Taylor, of New York,............94 
For P. P. Barbour, of Virginia,........25. s+. sed 
Soattering Votes, =... id. dscvesistannapscctoncsad 
A Stevenson, of Va. having received a majority of the 
whole number of votes, was déelared to be duly elected. 

On being conducted to the chair, the speaker addres- 
sed the house in the following terms: 

Gentlemen: In accepting the distinguished honce which 
you have been pleased to confer upon me, 1 am penetrat- 
ed with feelings of profound respect and the 
gratitude, and I receive it as the most flatteri 


ter 
pe of your confidence and favor. The office ofe oe 
er of this house has been justly considered one o te 
and exalted character—arduous, in relation to the, <ihle 
lies necessary to its execution, and severel reg ord 
and laborious. Its honor is to be measured ¥ why who 
nary standard of value. ‘The individual. “*t© OFC7 Va, 
shall fill this chair to his own reputati#®> and the deat 
tage of the house, must be disti ed alike by nag ll 
ledge, integrity and diligence; be should possess aD, wa 
partiality, which secures confidence; a dignity that com 
contention. srom ‘nis generat charaeter and pe 
qualities, he must derive a power that will give force to 
his interpositions, and procure respect for his decisions. 
He must conciliate the esteem of the enlightened body 
over which he presides. ; , 
These, gentlemen, are some of the leading qualifica- 
tions necessary for this arduous station. I certainly do 
not possess them. I know my own inability too well to 
believe that I shall be enabled to meet the expectations 
ot my friends, or discharge the high trust reposed in me 
ina manuer suitable to its dignity and importance. Bring- 
ing with me but little knowledge or experience, I shall, 
no doubt, often err, and stand in need of your utmost 
forbearance. Let me hope that, on such oceasions, you 
will scan my conduct with candor and liberality, and ex- 
tend towards me the same kind indulgence which has 
heretofore characterised your conduct to the chair. All 
that I can promise, will be a devotion of my time to your 
service, and an independent discharge of my duties in a 
plam and manly way. My gratitude for a distinction sp 
little merited, shall stimulate me to supply, by diligence 
and applicaton, what I want in knowledge and ability; 
aud, however I may fad mother respeets, I shall endea- 
vor, at least, to entitle myself to the suffrages of zeal 
aud impartiality. 

I need not admonish you, gentlemen, of the magni- 
tude of your trust, nor say any thing as to the manner 
in which it ought to be discharged We must all be 
sensible, that, in the deliberations and proceedings of this 
house, the character and perimanent interests of our com- 
mon country are deeply involvec. It was in the organi- 
zation and purity of this branch of the national govern- 
ment, (endeared to their warmest affections) that our fa- 
thers believed they had provided the best security for the 
principles of free government, and the liberty and happi- 
ness of the people. Virtuous, enlightened, and 

tic, this house may justly be regarded as the citadel of 
American liberty. ; 

Animated, then, by a virtuous and enlightened zeal, let 
us endeavor to realize the just aa gs. of our con- 
stituents; and let our proceedings be characterized by a 
cool and deliberate exertion of the talents, fortitude, and 
patriotism of the house, as the surest and best means of 
sustaining the honor, and promoting the welfare and hap- 
piness of our beloved country. 

The oath to support the constitution of the United 
States was then administered by Mr. Wewton, the tather 
of the house, to the speaker, and then, by the speaker, 
successively, to all the members from the several states, 

On motion of Mr. Sawyer, of N. C. it was 

Resolved, unanimously, That Matthew St. Clair Clarke, 
clerk tothe late house of representatives, be appointed 
clerk to this house. 

On motion of Mr. Ward, of N. Y. it was 

Resolved, unanimeusly, That John Oswald Dunn be 
appointed sergeant at arms to this house—that Benjamin 
Burch be appointed principal doorkeeper, and Overton 
Carr assistant doorkeeper to the same. 

[These gentlemen filled the same offices for the hast 





reported the following as the result of the balloting: 
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The following named gentlemen then appeared, and; 1. Statement of the names of such officers as have not 


vem the terriory of Michigan —Aastin E,W 
; | Z igan—Austin E., Wing. 
Prom the 0 Plonidae Joseph M. White. 
ssage was received from the senate, by Mr. Low- 
rie, their secretary, acquainting the house that a quorum 
had been formed) and that the senate was ready to pro- 
ceed to business. 
On motion of Mr. Van Rensselaer, it was 
Resolved, That two chaplains, of different denomina- 
tions, be elected by congress, to serve during the pre- 
house, who shall interchange 


‘ee one by eac 

then, on motion of the same gentleman, Friday 
oan’ oft, o'clock, was assigned for the election on the 

* house. 

Mr. Ward, of New York, it was 
im the rules and orders established by 
Of representatives, be deemed and taken 
and orders of proceeding to be observed 
» Until a revision or alteration shall have 


motion. 
Resolved, 
the late house 
to be the rules 
in this house 
taken place. 
Resolved, Thaf the*tierx 6? inis fiouse be instructed 
to cause the members thereof to be furnished with such 
Pt ania they may, respectively, direct: Provided, 
that the expense of each member does not exceed the 
price of three daily papers. 
On motion of Mr. Van Rensselaer, it was 
Resolved, That a committee be appointed, on the part 
of this house, to join such committee as has been, or may 
be, appointed on the part of the senate, to wait on the 
president of the United States, and inform him that quo- 
rums ofthe two houses have assembled, and that con- 
pes are ready to receive any communications he may 
pleased to make. 
Mr. Van Rensselaer and Mr. Everett were appointed 
ofthe committee on the part of the house. 
On motion of Mr. Mc Coy, it was 
Ordered, ‘That the daily hour to which the house shall 
stand adjourned, be twelve o’clock, meridian, until other- 
wise ordered. 
Adjourned. 
Tuesday, Dec. 4. Mr. Bryan, of North Carolina, 
sppeare’ was qualified, and took his seat. 
r. Van Rensselaer, trom the committee, reported 
that the -president would make a communication at 12 
o’clock, ke. 


Mr. Little moved an order that the standing com- 
mittees should be appointed to-morrow; but agreed that 
it should lie upon the table for the present, to allow the 
speaker a little more time, there being above seventy 
new members. 

Mr. Condict, of New Jersey, presented the memorial 
of Aaron Ogden, of New Jersey, and others, surviving 
officers of the revolutionary army, praying payment of 
the arrears of pay due to them for their services in that 
army; which was, on motion of Mr. Condict, referred to 
a select committce of seven members. 

The president’s message was then reeeived and read— 
as inserted in preceding pages of this sheet). It was re- 
erred to a committee of the whole“on the state of the 

union, and 6,900 copies ordered to be printed, &c.—and 
the house adjourned. 

Wednesday, December 5. The following gentlemen 
have been appointed to compose the committee on the 
memorial of the revolutionary officers. 

Mr. Burges, Vir. Condict, Mv. Draytow, Mr. La- 
ving ston, Mr. Taylor, Mr. Holmes, Mr. Witchell, of 
‘Tennessee. 

The speaker laid before the house the following com- 
munication: 

Treasury department, 
Comptroller’s. office, 5th Dec. 1827. 

Stn: In conformity with the provisions of the act of 
congress, passed the 3d March, 1809, entitled ‘‘an act 
further to amend the several acts for the establishment 
and regulation of the treasury, war and navy depart- 
ments,” and of the act passed the 3d of March, 1817, en-; 
titled *‘an act providing for the prompt settlement of the 
public accounts,” I have the honor to transmit, here- 
with, the following documents, reeeived from the 3d an- 
ditor of the treasury: 





dered their accounts within the year, or have balances 
pons for, advanced one year prior to the 30th 
September last. : 


2, Statementof the accounts which have remained un- 
settled, or on which balances haye been due more than 
three years, prior to the 30th September last. 


3. Abstract of moneys advanced prior to: the 3d of 
March, 1809, on the a cl of the late accountant of the 
war de nt, and whieh remained to be accouated for 
on the books of the 3d auditor, on the: 30th September 
last. . > . . 

I also transmit herewith, a copy of a’;communication re= 
ceived from that officer, containing explanations in rela- 
tion to the accompanying statements. 

T have the honor to be, with great respect, your obe- 
th t 
perry « vir Jos. AnpERsen, comptroller. 
Hon. Andrew Stevenson, 

Speaker of the house of representatives. 


asury department. 
Lhird quaitor’s a = nok Pee sy oor, 


Sra: I have the honor to remark, in relation to the 
accompanying statement of accounts unsettled, or on 
which balances appear to be due more than three years, 
on the 30th September last, that, since the presentation 
of the like statement for the year 1826, the sums there- 
in mentioned to be outstanding, of moneys advanced 
prior to the 3d March, 1817, and amounting 
to $2,257,647 54 

Has been decreased to 1,978,424 87 


And. that, of this deduction, 292,222 77 
the sums refunded, and which are to be carried to the 
credit of the surplus fund, amount to $27,712 36. With 
creat respect Perer Haexer, auditor. 
fon. Joseph Anderson. 

First comptroller of the treasury 

The letters and documents were ordered to lie on the 
table, and to be printed, 

Mr. Wickliffe vose, and addressed the chair as fol- 
lows: 

Mr. Speaker: Ihave risen to propose the resolution 
which I hold in my hand, as * testimony of respect. duc 
to my deceased friend and colleague. It may be expect - 
ed of me that I should say something in reference to the 
character of the man for whose memory | ask of this 
house an expression of their respect. To those with 
whom he was associated, for the last two years, asa 
member of congress, no commendation from me can be 
necessary. It was in the walks of private life I have 
known him longest and best, and it was there his virtues 
and usefulness were most conspicuous. I move you that 
the house come to the following resolution, 





Mr. W. then presented a resolution for wearing the 
mourning usual on such occasions, in testimony of respect 


for the memory of the late William 8S. Young; Witch. 


was unmmimousiy agreed to, and then 
‘The house adjourned. 
THURSDAY'S PROCEEDINGS—DEC. 6, 
In the senate. 
the legislature of Indiana to sell the lands heretofore ap- 


propriated for the use of schools in that state—at the re-~ 


quest of the legislature and for reasons assigned, It was 
passed to a second reading. 

Monday next was assigned for appointing,the standing 
committees, and then the senate adjourned to that day 


In the house. After some small matters had been at- 
tended to— 

‘The house proceeded to consider the motion of Mr. 
Little, made on the 4th instant, for the appointment of 
the standing committees; when the motion was agreed 
to; and the appointment of the committees was ordered, 
accordingly. 

And the house then adjourned till Monday next, antil 
which time the names of the gentlemen composing the 
committees wil] not be officially announced. 
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Mr. Noble introduced a bill to enable: 
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